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SECTION 1: GENERAL INFORMATION

Data collection framework at regional level

General comment: Use this text box to describe how data collection is organised in the Region (countries
involved, contact information)

As agreed during the RCG 2024 decision meeting, this Regional Workplan for the Long Distance Fisheries
(LDF) is the first official regional programme for the period 2025-2027.

Role of RCGs

The Regional Coordination Groups (RCGs) are the main hub for regional coordination and cooperation between
member states within the different regions. The RCGs should in accordance with Council regulation (EU)
2017/1004 aim at developing and implementing procedures, methods, quality assurance and quality control for
collecting and processing data with a view to enabling the reliability of scientific advice to be further improved.
It is to the initiative of the RCGs to develop and implement the draft regional workplans RWPs, supplementing
the national workplan MS submit to the Commission on a regular basis.

The textboxes and tables presented in a RWP are all emanating from RCG Inter Sessional Sub-Groups (ISSG,
see https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/intersessional-subgroups/ for more details), agreed at the RCG Technical
Meeting and approved at the RCG Decision Meeting with all National Correspondents involved.

Objectives of RWPs

The Regional Work Plan (RWP) is a possibility offered in the Regulation EU 2017/1004!, where it is stipulated
that ‘Regional coordination groups may prepare draft regional work plans [...]. Those draft regional work
plans may include procedures, methods, quality assurance and quality control for collecting and processing
data [ ...], regionally coordinated sampling strategies and conditions for delivery of data in regional databases.
They may also contain cost-sharing arrangements for participation in research surveys at sea’. It is also
specified that ‘a regional work plan shall be considered to replace or supplement the relevant parts of the
national work plans of each of the Member States concerned.’

This RWP 2025-2027 for the LDF is the first agreed RWP and integrated in the National Workplan.

Linkage between NWP and RWPs

The setting of this RWP is meant to prepare all MS to integrate the agreed elements from the RWP in their NWP
with some basic principles as follows:

Principle 1: RWP should only contain elements agreed at RCGs.

Principle 2: RWP will contain information on a more general level so that there will not be a need to update it
every year when some numbers in one MS NWP table will change. RWP may be amended during interim years,
only if the amendments do not lead to modification and resubmission of all MS NWP in the region, unless all
MS agreed to do so.

Principle 3: MS full program is reflected in their NWP tables and textboxes.

Guidance for MS

Each element of an RWP is an RCG agreement which needs to be reflected in all NWPs in a region. Reporting
these agreements in NWPs formalizes these as commitment by each MS. MS should thus copy all relevant
information from RWP tables directly into the corresponding table in the NWP to ensure consistency between

' REGULATION (EU) 2017/1004 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 17 May
2017 on the establishment of a Union framework for the collection, management and use of data in the fisheries
sector and support for scientific advice regarding the common fisheries policy and repealing Council Regulation
(EC) No 199/2008 (recast)
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NWPs and RWPs. For RWP textboxes, MS should make sure that a link is provided to the details of the relevant
RWP textbox and add national specificities, If any.

The realization of the RWP will not be reported directly through added table columns and text sections. It is the
approved NWPs, containing combined information from national and regional initiatives, which will be
evaluated within the Annual Report evaluation process.

Contents and MS involved

This document and the related set of tables form the Regional Work Plan for the period 2025-2027 prepared by
RCG LDF. These two documents contain only elements of data collection which are regionally coordinated and
were agreed at RCG LDF. All coordination initiatives that are under development can be found on the RCG
internet webpage (https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/level-of-ambitions/).

The member states contributing to the regionally coordinated data collection activities in the Long Distance
Fisheries are Germany, The Netherlands, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland.

The RWP LDF 2025-2027 contains the following textboxes and tables:

Section 1: General information
o Textbox 1B: Other data collection activities
= Table 1.2: Regional and International coordination
= Table 1.3: Bi and multilateral agreements
Section 2: Biological data
= Table 2.1: List of required species/stocks
»  Anaddition of a control table is proposed for countries to compare declared landings
in the RDB (in subsequent years RDBES); this is only for information purpose
= Table 2.2: Planning of sampling for biological variables
o Textbox 2.5: Sampling plan description for biological data
= Table 2.5: Sampling plan description for biological data
Section 4: Impact of fisheries on marine biological resources
o Textbox 4.2: Incidental catches of sensitive species
Annex 1.1: Quality report for biological data sampling scheme

o CECAEF at sea sampling
o SPRFMO at sea sampling
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Text Box 1B: Other data collection related activities - Data collection tools and services

General comment: This text box applies to the work plan and the annual report. Use this text box to provide
information on other data collection activities that relate to your EMFAF operational programme and need to
be included in the work plan and the annual report. Describe activities that are funded by the DCF but fulfil
objectives under other EMFAF priorities, like marine knowledge, or activities funded by the DCF, but without
a direct link to the EU MAP specific requirements or WP template tables, like freshwater fisheries. You can
also include one-off specific studies for a particular end-user need that do not enter the regular data collection.

This textbox is aimed at describing fundamental tools and services developed for a better functioning of the
RCGs. Each sub-section of RWP textbox 1B needs to be referred to in all involved MS NWP 2025-27 in order
to confirm the listed agreements and commitments.

1 - RCGs Secretariat

1. Aim of the activity

Support the operation and functioning of the RCG’s Secretariat for a fluent regional coordination of data
collection activities as stipulated by Article 9 of the DCF Regulation (EU) 2017/1004.

2. Duration of the activity

2025-2027

3. Methodology and expected outcomes of the activity

The Secretariat’s organizational structure has been set up and pilot tested throughout the SecWeb project
(MARE/2020/08 grant). The key functions of the RCG’s Secretariat have been determined in close
collaboration with all RCGs, in particular with RCG and Intersessional Subgroups (ISSGs) chairs. A
business model has been developed. In addition, good practices in communication within and among the
RCGs have been promoted and installed. The overall capacity to reach out to a wider public and increase the
visibility of the work and output of the RCGs has been boosted with the development of a dedicated website
and the consolidation of a visual identity.

RCG chairs and the RCG’s network (including participants and stakeholders) have readily acknowledged
the added value of having an RCG’s Secretariat to support and improve data collection coordination
activities.

Based on the SecWeb project outputs the proposed data collection activity will connect the whole RCG
network and stakeholders to work together on common goals. The Secretariat provides fluent administrative
and coordination support for more efficient regional coordination liberating national experts involved in data
collection activities from heavy burden of administrative tasks.

Overall expected outcomes:
1. A full-time dedicated Secretariat support service for the RCGs enables a consistent approach to

administer RCG activities, facilitating communication, and enhancing the intersessional work,
and also supporting the work of RCG sub-groups.

2. A dynamic and permanently updated website (https:/www.fisheries-rcg.eu/) will be kept
available including as features:

e Repository — one-stop location and reference location for reports, various agreements
covering regional coordination, RCG protocols and working procedures;

e Integration — allowing seamless synchronization with third-party information needs and
requests;

e Responsive display — to serve content across multiple devices, screens, and browsers;

e  User experience- maintaining a satisfactory user experience throughout the website sections;

e Accessibility — To any interested visitor in a user-friendly way across the website sections;

e Retention- keeping visitors coming back to the website;
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e Links to relevant restricted access sites and virtual environments.

The visibility and understanding of the work carried out by the RCGs is increasingly consolidated for
everyone, from data collectors to stakeholders.

A regularly updated Stakeholders’ database improves the communication function among the RCGs’
experts and the stakeholders” community.

Internal communication protocols and helpdesk make it easier for any newcomer to efficiently join, adopt
responsibilities, and contribute to the RCGs objectives and work commitments.

The public description of the secretariat functions, operational working protocols and commitments will
build trust and enhance the whole network transparency and accountability.

Agreement and commitment on RCG’s secretariat
MS involved: ALL

At the 2022 RCG Decision meeting, all MS agreed on the principle of the implementation of a long-term
secretariat in support of the work of all RCGs. This agreement led to continued support beyond the deadline
of the SecWeb-project. Based on the experience gained, the extended support for regional coordination
activities and the aim to secure a long-term, uninterrupted support, the agreement on the principle remains
in place for 2025-2027.

General comment: Use this text box to provide information on other data collection activities that relate to
your EMFAF operational programme and need to be included in the work plan and the annual report. Describe
activities that are funded by the DCF but fulfil objectives under other EMFAF priorities, like marine
knowledge, or activities funded by the DCF, but without a direct link to the EU MAP specific requirements or
WP template tables, like freshwater fisheries. You can also include one-off specific studies for a particular end-
user need that do not enter the regular data collection.

2 - Regional data base and estimation System (RDBES)

1. Aim of the data collection activity

To contribute to the development and operation of the Regional Database and Estimation System (RDBES).

2. Duration of the data collection activity

2025-2027

3. Methodology and expected outcomes of the data collection activity

The RDBES is a fundamental tool for regional coordination. The RDBES gathers in a single data base catch,
effort and sampling data for biological variables and Protected, Endangered and Threatened Species (PETS)
together with information on the sampling design. The RDBES is planned to replace both the existing ICES
InterCatch and RDB database systems and has an important part to play in increasing transparency and
improving the quality of stock assessment within ICES.

This transition to RDBES requires an important effort by countries:
e To adapt their internal processes to store and provide data in the RDBES data model;
e To calculate required estimates (discard weight, landed weight of species which are
landed together, number at length, number at age) using the RDBES data model;

e To reproduce the data management which used to be done in InterCatch, using the
estimates coming from the RDBES;

e To take advantage of the WK designed to give countries support in the transition;




e To participate in the development of the RDBES through the core group and the different
ICES WG and ISSGs giving feedback about different data types and end user needs
(including catch and effort data, Small Scale Fisheries data, biological variables, Marine
Recreational Fisheries (MRF), PETS, ...).

The RDBES developments planned for different data types, such as SSF, MRF and PETS are embedded in
the respective textboxes.

Several ISSGs under the RCGs were established to use the data in the RDBES. That ISSG develop tools and
(Shiny) apps to enhance the use of the RDBES by the RCGs. If ICES Assessment Working Groups,
Workshops and other Working Groups want to use the developed tools & apps, ICES would need to take
the responsibility to make them available, as well to support their use. This approach would be similar as it
was the case with the RDBES & SmartDots.

Agreements reached at RCG 2023:

ICES to check data quality in relation to ICES work/stock assessment, also including non-EU countries.

Al MS ensure to be engaged in a workshop to set up the RDBES Data confidentiality and license. It is reminded
that third countries need to be involved in this. Work planned to be finalized by the end of 2023.

Agreements and commitments on RDBES

MS involved: ALL

e RCGs to check data quality in relation to RCG work;
e All MS ensure to allocate experts to the relevant RDBES training sessions, workshops and working
groups related to RCG work, in order to have the RDBES roadmap implemented.

General comment: Use this text box to provide information on other data collection activities that relate to
your EMFAF operational programme and need to be included in the work plan and the annual report. Describe
activities that are funded by the DCF but fulfil objectives under other EMFAF priorities, like marine
knowledge, or activities funded by the DCF, but without a direct link to the EU MAP specific requirements or
WP template tables, like freshwater fisheries. You can also include one-off specific studies for a particular end-
user need that do not enter the regular data collection.

3 - Regional Coordination taking place in ISSGs and pan regional cooperation between RCGs

1. Aim of the data collection activity

To develop and propose coordinated actions in dedicated thematic areas during the Intersessional year for the
RCG LDF.

2. Duration of the data collection activity

2025 -2027

3. Methodology and expected outcomes of the data collection activity

Regional cooperation is meant to improve the efficiency of data collection through sharing of expertise,
data, best practices, knowledge and collaborative tasks. The RCGs bring together several Member States
to coordinate planning and implementation of data collection. Their workplan across the year, from one
round of the annual technical meetings to the next, is supported with the setup of the Intersessional
Subgroups.

In these subgroups the experts concentrate on specific Thematic Focus Areas, and sometimes they are pan-




regional. During the relevant RCG’s technical meetings, the different ISSGs present progress and hurdles
encountered across the period and propose the update of their Terms of Reference with the tasks and targets
for the new intersessional period for approval. The work performed by ISSG is essential for RCG technical
meeting preparation and meeting discussions and Member States are requested to name experts in the
different ISSG relevant to them and these experts should allocate a significant amount of time (on average
40 hours per ISSG) for carrying the work during the intersessional year.

The ISSG may change over the years as tasks are completed and new needs are coming up. An updated list
of the ISSG operating every year under the umbrella of the RCG LDF can be found here:
https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

A non-exhaustive list of the ISSG is presented below:

v ISSG End-user and RCG interaction
ISSG RDB catch, effort and sampling overviews
ISSG Metier and transversal variable issues
ISSG Data Quality
ISSG Development of Draft Regional Work Plan

AN N NN

ISSG National Correspondents
v' ISSG SPRFMO Observer Programme
Agreements and commitments on ISSGs and pan regional coordination

MS involved: ALL

e  Member States agreed to name experts in the different ISSG relevant to them.
e The only ISSG requiring the presence of all MS is the ISSG on National Correspondents.

e  Experts participating in an ISSG should allocate a significant amount of time (on average 40 hours
per ISSG) for carrying the work during the intersessional year.

General comment: Use this text box to provide information on other data collection activities that relate to
your EMFAF operational programme and need to be included in the work plan and the annual report. Describe
activities that are funded by the DCF but fulfil objectives under other EMFAF priorities, like marine
knowledge, or activities funded by the DCF, but without a direct link to the EU MAP specific requirements or
WP template tables, like freshwater fisheries. You can also include one-off specific studies for a particular end-
user need that do not enter the regular data collection.

4 - Smart Dots

1. Aim of the data collection activity

The SmartDots platform (https://www.ices.dk/data/tools/Pages/smartdots.aspx) facilitates exchanges,
workshops and training events for age readings, maturity staging and ichthyoplankton analyses between labs
based on images.

2. Duration of the data collection activity

2025 -2027

3. Methodology and expected outcomes of the data collection activity

A set of software tools supports the user in managing all data of ICES biological reading (like age, maturity,
larvae identification) workshops and exchanges. The workshop or exchange manager can manage the meta
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data related to workshops and exchanges, and the biological readers can carry out readings by annotating
images provided by the workshop managers. All registered data are available in the connected reporting
environment.

The SmartDots biological reading platform is an open source solution originally developed by ILVO
(Flanders Research Institute for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food). All source code is publicly accessible.
The development of SmartDots within ICES is guided by the working group on SmartDots Governance
(WGSMART).

Agreements and commitments on Smart Dots

MS involved: ALL
e Al MS ensure to be engaged in exchanges and workshops using SmartDots for the different biological
variables
e All MS ensure that national experts are trained to use SmartDots. Tutorials are available on
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa4bjXo0-eBDfWO0cm1o0EIWeQ/playlists

General comment: Use this text box to provide information on other data collection activities that relate to
your EMFAF operational programme and need to be included in the work plan and the annual report. Describe
activities that are funded by the DCF but fulfil objectives under other EMFAF priorities, like marine
knowledge, or activities funded by the DCF, but without a direct link to the EU MAP specific requirements or
WP template tables, like freshwater fisheries. You can also include one-off specific studies for a particular end-
user need that do not enter the regular data collection.

5 - Catch, effort and sampling overviews for RCG Technical Meeting

1. Aim of the data collection activity

Using the RDBES to develop baseline tools to be used internal by RCGs and to further developed in a RCG.
The overviews should give living support to specific issues that are raised and discussed within RCGs, and
for which decisions need to be taken (e.g. ISSG PETS request on the sampled métiers). It will be important
that the specific needs of the RCGs are presented to this ISSG in order to be able to produce the overviews
accordingly.

In order to enhance the RWP work, aggregated graphs (static) should be developed, as for example total
landings in a region (all countries together), or number of fishes sampled per length or number of species
sampled. This can give input to look into the regional re-distribution (and agreements) for biological
sampling.

2. Duration of the data collection activity

2025-2027

3. Methodology and expected outcomes of the data collection activity
e Production of baseline tools (R-scripts/shiny R) on an annual basis to support the RWP and RCG
work. Using hereby the data from RDBES (awaiting the data confidentiality and license final outcome
end of 2023)
e  Production of graphs to establish regional sampling.
Agreements and commitments on Fisheries overviews

MS involved: ALL

e All MS ensure to upload the data in the RDBES to ensure that fisheries overviews for the relevant
regions are as complete as possible.
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SECTION 2: BIOLOGICAL DATA

Text Box 2.5: Sampling plan description for biological data

Region: Other regions (Eastern Central Atlantic (FAO area 34))

General comment: This text box fulfils Article 5 (2)(a) and (b), Article 6 (3)(a), (b) and (c) of Regulation (EU)
2017/1004 and Chapter 2, point 2.1(a) and 4.1 of the EU MAP Delegated Decision annex. This text box
complements Table 2.5.

Regional coordination for sampling small pelagics fisheries in CECAF waters

Regional coordination between Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands and Poland for the collection of
representative biological data from the small pelagics fisheries by freezer trawlers in the CECAF area is based

on a signed multilateral agreement. Additional information on sampling scheme: Annex 1.1 on CECAF at sea
sampling.

The regional coordination for sampling small pelagics fisheries aims to:

e Cooperate in the biological data collection of small pelagics fisheries in CECAF waters.

e Agree on a "Manual for scientific observers on board EU pelagic trawlers in CECAF area".
e  Each Partner strives to ensure access to its fleet for the observers under this Agreement.

e Cooperate to meet the needs of end users.

Region: Other regions (South-Pacific (FAO area 81 and 87))

General comment: This text box fulfils Article 5 (2)(a) and (b), Article 6 (3)(a), (b) and (c) of Regulation (EU)
2017/1004 and Chapter 2, point 2.1(a) and 4.1 of the EU MAP Delegated Decision annex. This text box
complements Table 2.5.

Regional coordination for sampling small pelagics fisheries in SPRFMO waters

Regional coordination between Germany, Lithuania, the Netherlands and Poland for the collection of
representative biological data from the small pelagics fisheries in the SPRFMO area is based on a signed
multilateral agreement. Additional information on sampling scheme: Annex 1.1 on SPRFMO at sea sampling.

The regional coordination for sampling small pelagics fisheries aims to:

e Cooperate in the biological data collection of small pelagics fisheries in SPRFMO waters.
e Agree on an "Observer manual for biological data collection in SPRFMO area".

e Each Partner ensures access to its fleet for the observers under this Agreement.

e Cooperate to meet the needs of end users.

Region: Other regions (North-Pacific (FAO area 61 and 67))

General comment: This text box fulfils Article 5 (2)(a) and (b), Article 6 (3)(a), (b) and (c) of Regulation (EU)
2017/1004 and Chapter 2, point 2.1(a) and 4.1 of the EU MAP Delegated Decision annex. This text box
complements Table 2.5.

Regional coordination for sampling small pelagics fisheries in NPFC waters
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Regional coordination between Germany, Lithuania, the Netherlands and Poland for the collection of
representative biological data from the small pelagics fisheries in the NPFC area is based on a signed
multilateral agreement. Additional information on sampling scheme: Annex 1.1 on NPFC at sea sampling.

The regional coordination for sampling small pelagics fisheries aims to:

e Cooperate in the biological data collection of small pelagics fisheries in NPFC waters.
e Agree on an "Observer manual for biological data collection in NPFC area".

e  Each Partner ensures access to its fleet for the observers under this Agreement.

e Cooperate to meet the needs of end users.
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SECTION 4: IMPACT OF FISHERIES ON MARINE BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Text Box 4.2: Incidental catches of sensitive species

General Comment: This text box fulfils Article 5(2)(a) and (b), Article 6(3)(a), (b) and (c) of Regulation (EU)
2017/1004 and Chapter 2 point 4.1 of the EU-MAP Delegated Decision annex. This text box complements

Table 2.5.

Data on by-catch including incidental catches of sensitive species are collected as a standard procedure
provided in the observer manual relevant for the particular region. Additional information is provided in Annex

I.1.
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ANNEX 1.1 - QUALITY REPORT FOR BIOLOGICAL DATA SAMPLING SCHEME

The quality report fulfils Article 6(3)(d) of Regulation (EU) 2017/1004. This document is intended to
specify data to be collected under Chapter II, point 2 of the EU MAP Delegated Decision annex:
Biological data on exploited biological resources caught by Union commercial and recreational
fisheries. Use this document to state whether documentation in the data collection process (design,
sampling implementation, data capture, data storage, sample storage and data processing) exists and
identify where this documentation can be found. Names of sampling schemes and strata shall be
identical to those in Tables 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6 and 4.1 of the WP/AR. In case of quality information
on scientific surveys, use the survey acronym as a sampling scheme identifier. For mandatory surveys,
refer to Table 1 of the EU MAP Implementing Decision annex, see also MasterCodeList ‘Mandatory
survey at sea’.

CECAF at sea sampling

MS: DEU, LVA, LTU, NLD, POL

Region: CECAF

Sampling scheme identifier: CECAF at sea sampling

Sampling scheme type: Commercial fishing trip

Observation type: SciObsAtSea

Time period of validity: 2025-2027

Short description (max 100 words):

Under the EU Data Collection Framework, based on the activity of the commercial fishing vessels, the EU long
distance fishery targeting small pelagic species in the CECAF waters was selected for biological sampling.
Biological data collection from the EU fisheries for small pelagics by freezer trawlers as well as data validation,
processing and delivery to the relevant end-users is coordinated and executed following the Multi-lateral
agreement between Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, The Netherlands and Poland for biological data collection of
small pelagics fisheries in CECAF waters The observation of the presence of PETS is included in the sampling
scheme and is a part of the routine data collection on board. The current agreement is valid until the end of 2027
with an option for further extension.

Description of the population

Population targeted:

The EU pelagic freezer trawler fleet targeting small pelagic species in the CECAF area. The PSU is vessel-trip.
Population sampled:

EU Pelagic freezer trawlers operating in CECAF waters.

Stratification:

EU pelagic freezer trawler operating by main CECAF fishing areas (34.1.3 and 34.3.1) by quarter.

Sampling design and protocols

Sampling design description:
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At-sea biological sampling is not randomised but based on the availability of space for observers on board the
vessels. Two observer trips per quarter and fishing area are planned.

Is the sampling design compliant with the 4S principle?
N
Regional coordination:

Y
Multilateral agreement on CECAF sampling (https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/agreements/),
Member states: DEU - LVA - LTU - NLD - POL

Link to sampling design documentation:

https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

Compliance with international recommendations:
Y
Link to sampling protocol documentation:

https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

Compliance with international recommendations:

Y

Sampling implementation

Recording of refusal rate:
NA
Monitoring of sampling progress within the sampling year:

NA

Data capture

Means of data capture:

Measuring boards, scales, dissection equipment, tubs & buckets, and dedicated sampling protocols for different
catch fractions, like landed catch and bycatch, including ETPS.

Data capture documentation:

Manual for scientific observers on board EU pelagic trawlers in the CECAF area (https://www.fisheries-

rcg.eu/rcg-1df/ )

Quality checks documentation:

Collected data are validated during recording in a dedicated desktop application called Billie (NLD). No detailed
documentation publicly available. Quality check procedures are similar to checking data collected in European
waters as described in factsheet: Overzee, H.M.J. van 2023. Sampling pelagic fisheries through observer trips
(PEL1) factsheet pell (wur.nl)
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Data storage

National database:

The data files from the desktop application Billie are stored in the internal file repository. Data collected in
CECAF, after processing and quality checks are transmitted to CECAF WG.

International database:
NA
Quality checks and data validation documentation:

Data collected in CECAF areas are recorded in a dedicated desktop application called Billie. The application
performs basic validation of the input data. Advanced data checks are applied, and data quality check report is
produced. No detailed documentation publicly available. Quality check procedures are similar to checking data
collected in European waters as described in factsheet: Overzee, H.M.J. van 2023. Sampling pelagic fisheries
through observer trips (PEL1) factsheet pell (wur.nl)

Sample storage

Storage description:

Collected otoliths and scales are stored in archive in institutes where the observers carrying out the data
collection come from.

Sample analysis:

Biological analysis of the different stocks follows the guidelines established by ICES WGBIOP and associated
workshops:  https://www.ices.dk/community/Pages/PGCCDBS-doc-repository.aspx and ICES WGBIFS:
https://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Forms/DispForm.aspx?ID=37133

Data processing

Evaluation of data accuracy (bias and precision):

N,
Data collected in CECAF after processing and quality checks are transmitted to CECAF WG.

Editing and imputation methods:

N,
Data collected in CECAF after processing and quality checks are transmitted to CECAF WG.

Quality document associated to a dataset:
Advanced data checks are applied, and data quality check report is produced.
Validation of the final dataset:

Data collected in CECAF after processing and quality checks are transmitted to CECAF WG.

SPRFMO at sea sampling

MS: DEU, LTU, NLD, POL
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Region: SPRFMO

Sampling scheme identifier: SPRFMO at sea sampling

Sampling scheme type: Commercial fishing trip

Observation type: SciObsAtSea

Time period of validity: 2025-2027

Short description (max 100 words):

On the basis of a multilateral agreement between Germany, Lithuania, Netherlands and Poland, a joint sampling
programme for the collection of biological data from pelagic fisheries in SPRFMO waters was set. Sampling is
carried out on EU vessels active in pelagic fisheries in the South Pacific. Scientific observers from the EU
Member States involved collect data from catch sampling, length distribution and biological parameters of fish
in accordance with the requirements of the SPRFMO. The observation of presence of PETS is included in the
sampling scheme. The current multi-lateral agreement is valid until the end of 2027 with an option for further
extension.

Description of the population

Population targeted:

EU vessels which conduct pelagic fisheries in the South Pacific. The PSU is vessel-trip.
Population sampled:

Pelagic trawlers operating in the SPRFMO.

Stratification:

Pelagic trawlers operating in the SPREMO.

Sampling design and protocols

Sampling design description:

At-sea biological sampling is not randomized but based on the availability of space for observer on board the
vessels. According to the SPRFMO requirements ("CMM 01; Conservation and Management Measure for
Trachurus murphyi" — updated annually), a minimum of 10% of all fishing trips shall be observed/sampled
(https://www.sprfmo.int/measures/)

Data are collected and transmitted to the SPRFMO according to the SPRFMO “CMM 02;

Conservation and Management Measure on Standards for the Collection, Reporting, Verification and Exchange
of Data” — updated annually (https://www.sprfmo.int/measures/)

Is the sampling design compliant with the 4S principle?
N

Regional coordination:
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Y
Multilateral agreement on SPRFMO sampling (https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/agreements/),
Member states: DEU - LTU - NLD - POL

Link to sampling design documentation:
https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

Compliance with international recommendations:
Y

Link to sampling protocol documentation:

https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

Compliance with international recommendations:

Y

Sampling implementation

Recording of refusal rate:
NA
Monitoring of sampling progress within the sampling year:

NA

Data capture

Means of data capture:

Measuring boards, scales, dissection equipment, tubs & buckets, different sampling protocols.
Data capture documentation:

Manual for scientific observers on board EU pelagic trawlers in SPRFMO area:

https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

Quality checks documentation:

Manual for scientific observers on board EU pelagic trawlers in SPRFMO area. No detailed documentation is
publicly available. Quality check procedures are similar to checking data collected in European waters as
described in factsheet: Overzee, H.M.J. van 2023. Sampling pelagic fisheries through observer trips (PEL1)
factsheet pell (wur.nl)

https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

Data storage

National database:

Temporary database in Excel.
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International database:
Internal SPRFMO database.
Quality checks and data validation documentation:

No detailed documentation is publicly available. Quality check and validation procedures are similar to
checking data collected in European waters as described in factsheet: Overzee, H.M.J. van 2023. Sampling
pelagic fisheries through observer trips (PEL1) factsheet pell (wur.nl)

Sample storage

Storage description:

Collected otoliths and scales are stored in archive in institutes where the observers carrying out the data
collection come from.

Sample analysis:

Biological analysis of the different stocks follows the guidelines established by ICES WGBIOP and associated
workshops:  https://www.ices.dk/community/Pages/PGCCDBS-doc-repository.aspx and ICES WGBIFS:
https://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Forms/DispForm.aspx?1D=37133

Data processing

Evaluation of data accuracy (bias and precision):

Ya

No detailed documentation is publicly available. Quality check and validation procedures are similar to
checking data collected in European waters as described in factsheet: Overzee, H.M.J. van 2023. Sampling
pelagic fisheries through observer trips (PEL1) factsheet pell (wur.nl)

Editing and imputation methods:

N,

In case of any gaps, imputation is not performed at national level but at Stock Data Coordination level in the
SPRFMO. Data are provided to end user "as-is" (as collected, validated and recorded in national database). In
case of gaps in ALK or WLK, average values are used if available.

Quality document associated to a dataset:
N
Validation of the final dataset:

No detailed documentation is publicly available. Quality check and validation procedures are similar to
checking data collected in European waters as described in factsheet: Overzee, H.M.J. van 2023. Sampling
pelagic fisheries through observer trips (PEL1) factsheet pell (wur.nl)

NPFC at sea sampling

MS: DEU, LTU, NLD, POL

Region: NPFC
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Sampling scheme identifier: NPFC at sea sampling

Sampling scheme type: Commercial fishing trip

Observation type: SciObsAtSea

Time period of validity: 2025-2027

Short description (max 100 words):

On the basis of a multilateral agreement between Germany, Lithuania, Netherlands and Poland, a joint sampling
programme for the collection of biological data from pelagic fisheries in NPFC waters was set. Sampling is
carried out on EU vessels active in pelagic fisheries in the North Pacific. Scientific observers from the EU
Member States involved collect data from catch sampling, length distribution and biological parameters of fish
in accordance with the requirements of the NPFC. The observation of presence of PETS is included in the
sampling scheme. The current multi-lateral agreement is valid until the end of 2027 with an option for further
extension.

Description of the population

Population targeted:

EU vessels which conduct pelagic fisheries in the North Pacific. The PSU is vessel-trip.
Population sampled:

Pelagic trawlers operating in the NPFC.

Stratification:

Pelagic trawlers operating in the NPFC.

Sampling design and protocols

Sampling design description:

At-sea biological sampling is not randomized but based on the availability of space for observer on board the
vessels.

Data is collected and submitted to the NPFC on request.

Is the sampling design compliant with the 4S principle?
N

Regional coordination:

Y
Multilateral agreement on NPFC sampling (https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/agreements/),
Member states: DEU - LTU - NLD - POL

Link to sampling design documentation:
https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

Compliance with international recommendations:
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Y
Link to sampling protocol documentation:

https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

Compliance with international recommendations:

Y

Sampling implementation

Recording of refusal rate:
NA
Monitoring of sampling progress within the sampling year:

NA

Data capture

Means of data capture:

Measuring boards, scales, dissection equipment, tubs & buckets, different sampling protocols.
Data capture documentation:

Manual for scientific observers on board EU pelagic trawlers in NPFC area:

https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

Quality checks documentation:

Manual for scientific observers on board EU pelagic trawlers in NPFC area. No detailed documentation is
publicly available. Quality check procedures are similar to checking data collected in European waters as
described in factsheet: Overzee, H.M.J. van 2023. Sampling pelagic fisheries through observer trips (PEL1)
factsheet pell (wur.nl)

https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-1df/

Data storage

National database:

Temporary database in Excel.

International database:

Internal NPFC database.

Quality checks and data validation documentation:

No detailed documentation is publicly available. Quality check and validation procedures are similar to
checking data collected in European waters as described in factsheet: Overzee, H.M.J. van 2023. Sampling
pelagic fisheries through observer trips (PEL1) factsheet pell (wur.nl)
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Sample storage

Storage description:

Collected otoliths and scales are stored in archive in institutes where the observers carrying out the data
collection come from.

Sample analysis:

Biological analysis of the different stocks follows the guidelines established by ICES WGBIOP and associated
workshops:  https://www.ices.dk/community/Pages/PGCCDBS-doc-repository.aspx and ICES WGBIFS:
https://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Forms/DispForm.aspx?1D=37133

Data processing

Evaluation of data accuracy (bias and precision):

Y’
No detailed documentation is publicly available. Quality check and validation procedures are similar to
checking data collected in European waters as described in factsheet: Overzee, H.M.J. van 2023. Sampling

pelagic fisheries through observer trips (PEL1) factsheet pell (wur.nl)

Editing and imputation methods:

N,

In case of any gaps, imputation is not performed at national level but at Stock Data Coordination level in the
NPFC. Data are provided to end user "as-is" (as collected, validated and recorded in national database). In case
of gaps in ALK or WLK, average values are used if available.

Quality document associated to a dataset:
N
Validation of the final dataset:

No detailed documentation is publicly available. Quality check and validation procedures are similar to
checking data collected in European waters as described in factsheet: Overzee, H.M.J. van 2023. Sampling
pelagic fisheries through observer trips (PEL1) factsheet pell (wur.nl)
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