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Executive summary 

The RCG Med & BS met from August 26 to 30 in Montpellier (France). It was hosted by the Conseil Régional 

d'Occitanie. Mr Barral from the Regional Council and Anais Roussel, the French national correspondent, 

welcomed the guests. Jean-Marc Fromentin from IFREMER presented the structuring of marine sciences within 

the MARBEC (marine biology and ecology) joint research unit, to which the French experts taking part in the 

technical group belong. 

The first half-day was devoted to the work of the RCGs Secretariat and its future, and to the introduction of 

COM's work, including important points on data management, which were then discussed throughout the five 

days of the meeting. At the end of the day, Petya Ivanova, a Bulgarian researcher presented the results of the 

Bridge-BS project, dedicated to resource monitoring using eDNA in the Black Sea. 

The second day was devoted to end-users, GFCM and COM. GFCM focused on identification of data needs, 

data issues and the use of data, while COM presented data needs, data collection and current priorities, such 

as state of play and perspectives on Med & BS regional database, improvement of data through quality checks 

and proposals for the public availability of fishery-dependent and survey data. Lengthy discussions were held 

on the regional RDB. The RCG was informed of the continuation of the RDBFIS project until 2026, in order 

to find a permanent host and to obtain a fully operational database for data submission: i.e. the final goal should 

be to have one data call for Member States to send low aggregation data to RDBFIS, which will then service 

all data calls and reporting obligations. The RCG set priorities for the servicing of data calls through RDBFIS. 

A roadmap and the governance for the last phase of the project remain to be defined, as does a final solution 

for hosting the RDB. To do so, it was agreed to reconvene the Med & BS RDB Steering Committee. Chairing 

will be done in alphabetical order on an annual basis and BG (Kolyo Zhelev) will be the first chair.  

Day 3 was devoted to ISSGs and their contributions to different parts (textboxes and tables) of the Regional 

Work Plan. Experts from other groups reported on the latest ISSGs (stomach contents, quality check, sampling 

optimisation) and information on pan-European ISSGs or ISSGs within ICES was provided by group experts 

(diadromous, recreational fisheries) and by GFCM (recreational fisheries, by catch monitoring). For stomach 

contents the group hasn’t met in 2024 but provided a roadmap for future work issued from the 2023 meeting 

and proposed Cristina Follesa as the new chair. STECF noted that quality check tools provided by the 

Qualitrain project can contribute to a significant reduction on data errors and improve the overall quality of 

data submissions. To follow up on Qualitrain work, once the project is finished, the RCG Med & BS decided 

to set up an ISSG on quality checks. This group will be chaired by Kostas Touloumis. 

On day 4, the results of the MEDIAS and MEDITS survey groups were presented by the respective chairs and 

GFCM presented 2023 and 2024 actions held within the framework of GFCM for the Black Sea surveys. 

Finally, the recommendations for the next liaison meeting were prepared and the arrangements for the next 

annual meeting were decided: it will be held from 25 to 29 August in Romania (site TBD) and will be chaired 

by Charis Charilaou (CY) and Alexandru Gheorghe (RO). 

 



RCG MED&BS 2024 REPORT 

 

  
 

 

3 

1. Terms of Reference  

1. End-users input - Data requirements and data transmission issues 

- Identification of data needs, data issues and use of data by end-users. 

- Review of the collaboration with end-users to identify common and recurrent issues. Actions to 

improve the quality of transmitted data and avoid data transmission failures. 

- Propose ways to improve communication and feedback on DTI. 

 

2. COM input on priorities and relevant initiatives 

- Information on COM policies and projects 

 

3. Regional database 

− Review progress in setting-up the regional database for the Med&BS 

− Establishment of the Steering Committee on the Regional DataBase RDBFIS  

− New chair of the Steering Committee on the Regional DataBase RDBFIS 

 

4. Cooperation with regional grants 

Med&BS RDBFIS II - Development of the regional database for the Mediterranean and Black Seas 

- Discussion on the current open issues. 

SECWEB - Supporting administrative tasks and online visibility to RCGs 

- Discussion on the long-term plan to maintain the RCGs Secretariat as a permanent support 

- Activities of the RCGs Secretariat 

- Supporting the operation and functioning of the RCGs Secretariat  

QUALITRAIN   

- Objectives and achievements 

 

5. Regional Work Plan for the Mediterranean and Black Sea 

- ISSG RWPs Med&BS. Actions carried out and progress of the RWP. Tables and Text Boxes. 

- ISSG Recreational Fisheries. Actions carried out and progress of the RWP 

- ISSG PETs bycatch monitoring. Actions carried out and progress of the RWP 

- ISSG Stomach sampling. Actions carried out and progress of the RWP 

- ISSG Scientific network for sampling optimization. Actions carried out and progress of the RWP  

 

6. Métier issues 

Collaboration of RCG Med&BS and ISSG on Métier Issues to update the list of métiers (Rec. 1). Actions carried 

out and results. 

- Revision of the standardized list of métiers 

- New métiers proposed by MSs 

 

7. Scientific surveys 

MEDIAS, MEDITS, Black Sea surveys - review of 2022-2023 regional coordination, next steps and actions 
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8. Regional data requirements 

RCG MED&BS data call - results; discussion on the purpose of the data call and use of data.  

MS were requested in 2024 to submit data on effort and landings by species métier for the period 2021-2023. 

Data is analysed to provide a regional overview in order to assess if any changes need to be made to national 

sampling plans and incorporated in the revision of national work plans. 

9. Diadromous species 

Review of progress in 2023 at EU (RCG ISSG Diadromous) and GFCM level. 
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2. Progress report on ToRs  

2.1. ToR I End-users input – Data Requirements and data transmission issues 

2.1.1 European Commission – Identification of data needs in 2024 and use of data 

Overview of 2024 DG MARE Med & BS data call 

The 2024 DG MARE Med & BS data call was launched on 17 April 2024, with a legal deadline on 3 July and an 

operational deadline on 21 August. As last year, all timeliness issues that were identified during the data call 

will be recorded in the DTMT. This will be done to keep track of the whole process and to avoid a partial 

view obtained only for the data used in stock assessment. 

Member States thanked MARE for addressing their request from last year1 to introduce a gap between the 

deadlines of the Med & BS and FDI data calls. This resulted in moving the deadlines of the Med & BS data call 

later, also to be in line with the data handling procedures. In particular, the operational deadline was moved 

after mid-August, which was beneficial for some Member States (ES, HR, GR), whereas for others (CY, IT), it 

coincided with summer holidays. After discussion, Member States proposed to keep the same deadlines as 

this year, but to open the upload facility between the legal and operational deadlines (as is the case 

in FDI data call), to accommodate all Member States and to allow them to upload the data during the whole 

period.  

The JRC opened the data validation tool without any time restrictions, following a request by Member 

States during the meeting. Alessandro Mannini proposed for Member States to submit data once ready (and 

in line with the timeline set in the national Work Plans), rather than wait for the data calls. In this sense, the 

opening of the data validation tool for the whole year will facilitate this process. 

HR asked if it is possible to access the data submitted to JRC even after the operational deadline, to facilitate 

cross checks with RDBFIS. 

ES informed that they were not able to upload the MEDITS TC file for 1 hour, due to a technical problem 

and now they have to wait for 1 year to reupload the missing data. 

Member States noted again this year that they need more capacity to address data calls and ad hoc 

data requests.  

Venetia Kostopoulou (VK) noted that, in view of the Qualitrain extensive exercise of quality checks of Med & 

BS data, all Member States are expected to request for resubmission of historic data next year.  

Data Transmission Monitoring Tool (DTMT) 

VK informed of updated guidance2 and of new columns being included for more efficient follow-up and data 

quality improvement, referring to ‘Data Reference Year’, ‘MS action taken (Y/N)’, ‘MS action when’, ‘Follow Up 

responsible’.  

Data requests and overview on data sharing and availability 

VK presented the twelve (12) data requests that were handled by MARE.C3 and JRC and were sent to the 

Med & BS Member States between 2023 and 2024. VK reminded Member States the rules on data sharing 

 

1 Last year, MS complained because the deadlines of the Med & BS and FDI data calls were one day apart and proposed a gap of at least 3-5 days. 
2 https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/d/dcf/dtmt-guidance-version-2024-03-13 

https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/d/dcf/dtmt-guidance-version-2024-03-13
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and underlined the importance of public availability of data, particularly on what concerns survey data3, 

providing examples of open data in ICES4. She informed participants that both survey groups (MEDITS, 

MEDIAS) agreed to open survey data. FR mentioned that survey data are considered as environmental data at 

national level and are already publicly available. CY, HR and BG noted that they receive a lot of data requests 

but not the outcomes of the studies (with the exception of MAPAFISH MED, where MARE C3 and the 

consortium presented the preliminary outcomes in a dedicated meeting with Member States). Sven Kupschus 

(JRC) stressed that science explodes if access is granted to information. He considers that this should be high 

in the priority list for a coherent Med strategy that would lead to better management. Member States would 

like to track how DCF data are used. The example of DOI was given, that allows following specific data sets 

and provides citation for their use and publication. It was suggested to liaise with ICES, that has experience on 

this issue.  

Following discussions during the meeting, the RCG Med & BS agreed to make DCF survey data publicly 

available, excluding the last 3 years of data, as a first step. Member States requested, as a prerequisite, to set 

up a process of tracking of data (eg. DOI), before making it available. This will be concluded at the Decision 

Meeting5. 

 

2.1.2 GFCM – Identification of data needs in 2023 and use of data 

The GFCM Secretariat presented an overview of the relevant and increasing GFCM data submission 

obligations (reaching 135 data calls in 2024), and the Data collection reference framework (DCRF) as the 

main GFCM instrument for the collection and transmission of fisheries-related data, with its two components 

(DCRF manual and DCRF online platform, including an advance of the modernization of the home page, 

currently under implementation and not open to CPCs yet). The RCG was provided as well with the proposal 

launched for the revision of the stock assessment input data calls. 

A summary of the application of quality indicators (timeliness, completeness, conformity, stability and 

consistency) to the fisheries information transmitted by the EU member states through the DCRF online 

platform was described. Such summary of quality assessment results arises from the analysis of 20 regional and 

43 subregional DCRF subtasks of those data (reference year 2022) as transmitted in 2023.The GFCM 

Secretariat presented the main outcomes of the 2nd Workshop on Data collection and submission 

(WKDATA) and 1st Working group on Fishing capacity (WGCAP), and a summary of the outputs of the 

SAC and WGBS 2024 sessions related to data collection, mainly on red coral, dolphinfish, spatial 

management,  regional priorities for data collection, recreational fisheries and scientific monitoring of fishing 

activities, such as discards monitoring and selectivity, decarbonization and other  issues related to vulnerable 

species . 

 

 

3 This point is linked to the STECF PLEN 21-02 report, point 7.7 ‘Question on the use of data following data checks carried out in EWG 21-02’. STECF 

concluded that because fisheries data (both commercial and survey data) in the Med&BS area are currently less accessible than the corresponding ones 
in the ICES area, this increasing interest adds a significant workload to all interested parties, and makes data sharing for the Med&BS data a longer and 
more cumbersome process which negatively affects all interested parties (data requesters, MS, DG MARE, JRC). STECF stressed that the data collected 

under DCF calls are funded through public money; survey data, in particular, represent highly valuable information of generic scientific interest and 
without restrictions linked to commercial confidentiality. STECF fully supports that these scientific resources be made publicly available in the interests 
of all end-users and be freely used for further analyses provided the source is acknowledged and the obligations are met. 
4 All the technical documentation can be found here: Acoustic trawl surveys (ices.dk) and DATRAS (ices.dk).  
ICES overall data policy: ICES Data Policy: ICES Data Policy: Data policy for data managed by ICES (figshare.com) 
All data that is not restricted, is data under the creative commons license: CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International | Creative Commons, where 
the data needs to be acknowledged and changes need to be notified. 
5 Wednesday 25 September from 14.00 till 17.00, Brussels. 

https://www.ices.dk/data/data-portals/Pages/acoustic.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/data/data-portals/Pages/DATRAS.aspx
https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/ICES_Data_Policy_Data_policy_for_data_managed_by_ICES/19864117
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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2.1.3 GFCM – Regional Plan of Action for Small-Scale Fisheries in the Mediterranean and the Black 

Sea - RPOA-SSF (Res. CGPM/45/2022/3) 

The GFCM Secretariat shared with the RCG the results of the assessment of the RPOA-SSF, categorized in 

3 different levels of achievement. 

Advances on the implementation of vulnerable species monitoring programmes, pilot projects for 

monitoring and testing of mitigation measures for incidental catches of vulnerable species were provided to 

the RCG along with the outcomes of the Working group on vulnerable species (WGVUL). 

 

2.1.4 JRC 

The JRC, (Sven Kupschus), presented a summary of the presentation given last year in Madrid (Mediterranean 

Fisheries and data collection, state and review). The objective of the original presentation was to encourage 

data collectors to cooperate with data users to evaluate the current data collection process and to develop 

proposals that would improve future collections based on the known parameters required for the management 

and science development. New policy requirements, new techniques / methodologies and scientific initiatives 

are constantly developing and there is little scope in a finite budget to accommodate these unless there are 

changes to the data collection plans. It is important to understand the implications of changes to sampling plans 

internationally as well as having a way of prioritizing the objectives. 

Last year the focus was on highlighting some of the methods that could be used to define a process by which 

evaluations could be made. This year the focus was more on the process needed for the RCG to be in the 

position to take such decisions and provide recommendations that MS could act up on.  

 

2.1.5 STECF related work 

STECF Plenary 24-01 discussed the Qualitrain6 project and noted that the Qualitrain tools are helpful in 

detecting errors in data required for stock assessment in the Mediterranean and Black Sea. The tools are 

expected to facilitate harmonisation among Member States. Due to the importance of this work, it was 

proposed to present Qualitrain and RDBFIS7 projects in relevant STECF EWGs for information. The need to 

limit modifications of data calls was emphasized, as this would entail modifications to the tools developed so 

far.  

VK stressed that Member States should routinely use the Qualitrain tools to check data quality before 

submission to data calls.  

The STECF EWG 24-02 on ‘Methodologies for Mediterranean stock assessments and the estimation of reference 

points’ (8 - 12 April 2024, Ispra Italy) was requested to: (i) provide an assessment of the usefulness of the 

Qualitrain tools in assisting Member States to identify and eventually reduce data issues and (ii) make 

suggestions on how the Qualitrain tools could be further improved. STECF noted that the RDBqc and RoME 

packages8 were useful in assisting Member States with identifying and reducing data issues. The tools are 

expected to contribute to a significant reduction in data errors and improve the overall quality of data 

submissions. STECF considers that the documentation provided for both tools is sufficient for users with a 

 

6 CINEA/EMFAF/2021/3.1.2-02/SI2881220-SC03 ‘Quality checking of Mediterranean and Black Sea data and Training for Member State experts’. 
7 EASME/EMFF/2020/OP/0021 Specific Contract 2021/3.1.2/03/SC04 ‘Hosting, maintenance and further development of the Regional Database for the 
Mediterranean and Black Seas’ 
8 RDBqc working on commercial data, and RoME working on rough survey data in MEDITS format. 
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basic knowledge of R. However, continuous updates and improvements to the documentation are necessary 

to keep it relevant and user-friendly. 

VK underlined the need to continue the work of Qualitrain after its finalisation end of 2024, possibly under 

the RCG Med & BS umbrella.   

The STECF EWG 24-08 on the ‘Evaluation of Annual Reports for data collection and data transmission issues’ 

(24 - 28 June 2024, online) evidenced an overall improvement in the performance of Member States Annual 

Reports (AR) 2023, with the number of Member States receiving a compliance level score of “YES” increasing 

from 5 in the 2020 AR, to 14 in the 2021 AR, to 19 in the 2022 AR and finally to 23 in the 2023 AR. However, 

STECF noted that the overall performance is only for illustrative purposes. DG MARE and Member States 

should primarily refer to the assessment of each section in the AR evaluation grid and the Member State 

feedback. Even where a YES, or MOSTLY has been indicated, there may be comments from the EWG that 

point towards possible improvements to the Member States WP. The EWG proposed some guidelines for the 

future AR assessment traffic light evaluation, in which the reporting and the execution should be separately 

assessed. The EWG was not able to conduct a thorough analysis of the AR quality annexes (annex 1.1 and 1.2) 

as there are currently no quality criteria defined. 

The EWG identified a need for a collaborative, regional approach to follow up the recommendations listed in 

the AR table ‘Follow up of recommendations and agreements’. The EWG suggested developing a 

recommendations data base or web service to centralise all the recommendations to assess their follow-up.  

In terms of data transmission (DT) issues, 7 issues from the 2023 Mediterranean & Black Sea data call (EWG 

23-09 and 23-12) were assessed. Regarding the process, the new Data Transmission Monitoring Tool (DTMT) 

assessment cycle will be implemented in 2024, according to which:  

• the high severity DT Issues will be assessed by the AR EWG in June so that high impact issues can be 

flagged in the Member States performance reports published in the summer;  

• the low/medium DT issues will be assessed in the WP EWG in October to allow time to fix the issues. 

Regional Workplan for the Mediterranean and Black Sea: Outcomes from the last STECF 

Alessandro Ligas (STECF) presented STECF comments on the regional Work Plan of the Med & BS, which 

was considered a model for other RCGs. 

On recreational fisheries9, STECF highlighted the need to consult end-users, such as ICES WGRFS, GFCM, 

and ISSG RFs, to make sure it covers their needs. On stomach sampling, STECF asked for better coordination 

between the ISSG on stomach sampling under the RCG NANSEA and the one under the RCG Med & BS.  

The RCG Med & BS has already addressed the comments received and will submit a final version, that will be 

incorporated in national Work Plans.   

 

 

9 The RWP of Med &BS for recreational fisheries includes estimating the population of fishers by segment/gear and sub-region, as well as identifying 
priority species lists by sub-region. A binding action is planned to collect multispecies data from off-site surveys, while on-site sampling is proposed as 
a non-binding action. On-site surveys are valuable for validating the estimations and species reported in the off-site surveys and for collecting biological 

data. Off-site surveys will be conducted by all countries, whereas on-site surveys will only be carried out by Greece. Each MS will implement this RWP 
starting in 2025, following their own procedures (e.g., telephone surveys, license systems, or a combination for off-site surveys, and on-site surveys) to 
cover all segments. On-site sampling can be multispecies or based on lists derived from off-site surveys, if available. MSs are requested to propose lists 
of priority species for estimating catches, releases, and vulnerable species that might be accidentally bycaught by RF. These lists should then be finalised 

by sub-region. 
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2.1.6 CINEA – European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency 

Blanca Garcia Alvarez from CINEA presented the CINEA work. CINEA's mission is to support stakeholders 

in delivering the European Green Deal through high-quality programme management that helps to implement 

projects contributing to decarbonization and sustainable growth. CINEA is the acronym of Climate 

Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency that started its operations on 1st April 2021. Although it is 

a new agency, indeed, CINEA combines programmes, legacies, projects and staff from previous executive 

agencies -INEA and EASME. It brings together several programmes, among others Horizon Europe (Cluster 5 

– Energy, Climate and Mobility), Innovation Fund, LIFE programme and EMFAF, with several policy areas 

covered. The CINEA public dashboard allows to have an overview by filtering, for example by programme and 

year (ex. EMFAF, 2023). It shows awarded projects through competitive call for proposals. Call for tenders 

awarded by CINEA requesting services to fill in special European Commission needs are used to ending with 

the publication of the final report through the Publication Office of the European Union. The EU Funding & 

Tenders portal provides all the information to look for potential funding opportunities: either grants or 

procurements. Some examples of relevant actions for the Mediterranean and Black Seas were presented, 

including awarded grants, framework contracts and specific studies. 

Some examples showed:  

• LIFE 3.0 - LIFE22-NAT-FR-LIFE-MMS/101113629 (europa.eu) 

• LIFE 3.0 - LIFE22-NAT-NL-LIFE-CIBBRiNA/101114301 (europa.eu) 

• DIASPARA  

• iTUNNeS  

• SecWeb 2.0 

  

Assessing spillover from marine protected areas to adjacent fisheries - Publications Office of the EU 

(europa.eu) 

 

  

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/3744499f-670f-42f8-9ef3-0d98f6cd586f/sheet/4c9ea8df-f0f9-4c0d-b26b-99fc0218d9d9/state/analysis
file:///C:/Users/srivero/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/QNZM1U53/Home%20-%20Publications%20Office%20of%20the%20EU%20(europa.eu)
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE22-NAT-FR-LIFE-MMS-101113629/life-mobile-marine-species
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE22-NAT-NL-LIFE-CIBBRiNA-101114301/coordinated-development-and%E2%80%AFimplementation-of%E2%80%AFbest-practice-in%E2%80%AFbycatch%E2%80%AFreduction%E2%80%AFin-the%E2%80%AFnorth-atlantic-baltic-and-mediterranean-regions
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-details/43392145/101155914/EMFAF
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-details/43392145/101157296/EMFAF
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-details/43392145/101156582/EMFAF
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-details/43392145/101156582/EMFAF
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5eb36610-68d6-11ef-a8ba-01aa75ed71a1/language-en#:~:text=Further%20research%20should%20focus%20on%20documenting%20the%20scale%20and
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5eb36610-68d6-11ef-a8ba-01aa75ed71a1/language-en#:~:text=Further%20research%20should%20focus%20on%20documenting%20the%20scale%20and
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2.2 ToR 2 European Commission input on priorities and relevant initiatives 

 

2.2.1 Policy updates on main initiatives and priorities 

DCF IT Platform 

The DCF platform is currently deployed to the Commission acceptance environment. The MARE IT expert 

subgroup was involved in phase 0 (‘identify the requirements’) to phase 2 (‘user acceptance testing’), together with 

STECF EWG 23-18. Further developments will include the completion of the platform in 2024 through user 

acceptance testing in shorter cycles. 

 

2.2.2 Updates from other RCGs 

VK informed participants on relevant discussions at the RCG NANSEA & Baltic, namely: 

• The regional sampling plan for small pelagic fisheries in the Baltic, will be fully implemented in 2025;  

• On bycatch monitoring, the RCG followed up on the ICES special advice and compiled the relevant 

tools and information to provide practical support to MS in response to the Marine Action plan; 

• Stomach sampling is now coordinated on IBTS North Sea, based on species rotation; 

• The RCG compiled, for the first time, an inventory of MS sampling activities on benthic VME species; 

• The ISSG on Electronic monitoring, compiled an inventory of EMS data collection technologies in the 

different MS. It plans an inventory of labelled images owned by MS for training identification and 

classification models to improve machine learning algorithms for species identification classification, in 

collaboration with RCG Large Pelagics;  

• Discussions on the smooth functioning of the RCG included the setting up of a planning meeting for 

all ISSG in November. Rules of procedures will not be changed. 

She informed participants of the proposal of the RCG on Large Pelagics (LP) to form a joint ISSG on longline 

fisheries. The chairs of the RCG Med & BS replied that they would need a request coming from the RCG LP, 

before proceeding. 

 

2.2.3 EU Action Plan: Protected and restoring marine ecosystems for sustainable and resilient 

fisheries (COM/2023/102 EU Action Plan) 
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2.3 ToR 3 Regional database  

See point 2.4.1 

 

2.4 ToR 4 Cooperation with regional projects 

 

2.4.1 Med&BS RDBFIS II – Development of the regional database for the Mediterranean and Black 

Sea 

Stefanos Kavadas presented RDBFIS II, which started on 01/04/2023 and has a 24-month duration.  

RDBFIS (Regional DataBase Fisheries Information System) will support, among others, Member States in the 

preparation of data to the main recurrent data calls (DG MARE Med & BS, DG MARE FDI, RCG Med & BS, 

GFCM/DCRF). Apart from fisheries-dependent data, it will include disaggregated fisheries-independent data 

(MEDITS, MEDIAS, Black Sea suveys), and information from EU fleet register, EU CIRCABC (port location by 

Master Data Register), WoRMS (World Register of Marine Species), ITIS (Integrated Taxonomic Information 

System), EMODNET (bathymetry), as well as spatial data from several sources. Additional features include the 

integration of the AER (Annual Economic Report) module and mapping spatial distribution of SSF in data limited 

cases, to estimate spatial effort, weight and value of landings. 

The main outcomes of this project include so far a series of data calls to populate RDBFIS (ongoing) and 

multiple bilateral meetings with Member States and expert groups. An online training for Member States is 

planned from 17 to 19 September 2024.  

FR asked whether recreational fisheries data will be included in RDBFIS. Stefanos Kavadas replied that, 

following consultation with Member States, it became clear that the collection of these data is done in a non-

harmonised manner, so it is questionable to what degree incorporation in RDBFIS would be helpful. In any 

case, Stefanos Kavadas will further explore with Member States, on what recreational fisheries data are 

currently being collected. The Regional WP does not include as an obligation on site surveys, so no biological 

data will be collected until 2027 (except for Greece). Still, it would be good to prepare the RDBFIS format for 

the recreational fisheries data, so that, everything will be ready for 2028 (by which time Member States will 

start collecting data). 

Stefanos Kavadas had bilateral meetings with Member States to discuss the possibility of setting up a common 

estimation system. However, different methodologies are used among Member States to make estimations. 

A workshop will be organised, to propose some methodological approaches. 

Pending issues include finding a permanent hosting solution, ensuring coherent data sets between RDBFIS 

and JRC and finding a chair for the RCG Med & BS body on governance aspects, the Steering Committee for 

the Med & BS regional database (Med & BS RDB SC).  

Lengthy discussions took place during the meeting on future hosting solutions for the Med & BS regional 

database. VK announced the possibility of extension of the FWC study until May 2026, which will allow the 

prolongation of the temporary hosting of RDBFIS at HCMR, Greece. Member States are not however 

favourable of turning this into a permanent solution. It was concluded that, in the remaining 2 years, a decision 

needs to be taken on the hosting, together with the preparations to facilitate the transition of RDBFIS to the 

permanent host. Member States mainly see GFCM as the most relevant candidate, JRC not being available. 

During the meeting, alternative scenarios were also proposed, such as a cloud solution or the RCG website. 

ICES is not an option for certain Member States, as they consider that, although ICES can provide technical 

http://rdbfis.eu/
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support, there is no understanding of the data and the context and they are not members of ICES. As a next 

step, Member States proposed to consider financial aspects and have an estimation of the necessary budget 

for hosting. VK insisted that a close collaboration between the RCG Med & BS, COM and the RDBFIS 

consortium is necessary to progress, through the development of a roadmap for the next 2 years. It was 

agreed to reconvene the Med & BS RDB SC. Chairing will be done in alphabetical order on an annual 

basis, and BG (Kolyo Zhelev) will be the first chair.  

Another point of discussion was how to ensure coherent data sets between RDBFIS and JRC.VK proposed 

for Member States to use RDBFIS to submit data to the 2025 Med & BS data call. In that case, 

Member States would like to submit data once to RDBFIS and then for RDBFIS to send data to JRC. Stefanos 

Kavadas will liaise with JRC to explore if / how RDBFIS can transmit data on behalf of the Member States and 

receive a notification. Participants also considered how to partially cover the 2025 FDI data call through 

RDBFIS. Stefanos Kavadas explained that Member States can produce automatically FDI Tables H and I, using 

RDBFIS. For GFCM, differences in format10 complicate further a possible ‘automatic’ transfer of data from 

RDBFIS to GFCM, since everything is based on task 0. The RCG set the following priority for the servicing 

of data calls through RDBFIS:  

1. High: Med & BS data call (obligatory from 2025); 

2. Medium: FDI (optional for 2025); 

3. Low: AER, GFCM (no timeline defined). 

The final goal should be to have one data call for Member States to send low aggregation data to RDBFIS, 

which will then service all data calls and reporting obligations.  

 

2.4.2 RCGs Secretariat feedback and SECWEB 2.0 project presentation 

The objectives of the RCGs Secretariat during the period have been the following: 

• To carry out the basic regular activities of the RCGs Secretariat as they were agreed as an outcome 

of the SecWeb project (January 2021 – end of February 2023). 

• To manage the financial plan and specific conditions of the funding with the MS and the EC 

• To help the financial viability of the RCGs Secretariat by preparing and submitting a proposal under 

CINEA EMFAF-2023-PIA-FisheriesScientificAdvice. The proposal for the Project 101156582 — 

SECWEB 2.0 

From March 2023 until the end of February 2024 the RCGs Secretariat was run by Fundación CETMAR with 

the financial support of the Member States, and a service contract, for a specific set of activities, by the 

European Commission. 

The work carried out involved the development of the following activities; Management of the regular 

correspondence with all RCGs; Maintenance of basic protocols and procedures; Maintenance of virtual 

working spaces (on CETMAR MS teams environment); Updates and formatting of documents and templates; 

Maintenance of website, newsletter, and social media; Promotion and support to registration to the RCGs 

SHs database; Generation of new support/guidance documents; Preparation support, attendance and reporting 

 

10 GFCM uses fleet segments whereas DCF uses métiers, and this is a similar problem, when trying to transfer data between FDI and Med & BS data 

call. 
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to all RCGs TMs, DM and LM; Support to 5 consultation processes; Support to ISSG activities (7 ISSGs); 

Regular meetings with RCGs chairs (under request); Management of funding sources (contractual procedures 

with MS and EC, reporting, invoicing, etc); Preparation and submission of SECWEB 2.0. 

During this period the RCGs Secretariat achieved the following specific outcomes: 

- The RCGs Secretariat delivered support services to all the RCGs and 7 ISSGs 

- The communication tools and platforms were maintained and updated 

- From the activities under the Service Contract by the EC: 

o Support the preparation, accomplishment and reporting of the LM 

o The following guidance / hand over documents were produced: 

Discover Regional Coordination Groups for Fisheries Data Collection 

RCGs Secretariat Functions and working protocols 

Regional Coordination Groups. Virtual repositories and working spaces. An overview 

Compilation of common documents formats 

 

New outputs are available at the RCGs website in a new section that is currently under development 

(https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/secretariat/). 

 

SECWEB 2.0 project proposal was successfully submitted and granted for funding, and the contract started in 

June 2024. 

Workplan for 2024 – 2025 

 

RCGs Secretariat regular activities 

 

▪ Support to RCGs meetings preparation and reporting  

▪ Addressed partly through SecWeb2.0 (~74%) 

 

SECWEB 2.0 project implementation 

The SECWEB 2.0 project aims to improve the online working environment, tools, and services of the 

Regional Coordination Groups (RCGs) Secretariat for the RCGs community. 

Enhance the effectiveness of the RCGs Stakeholders Database through the systematization / automation 

of frequent processes: 

• DB systematic update – e.g. alert system 

• Connection with registration to meetings and events and consultations processes 

• Validation of appointed experts by NCs 

Develop new web-based tools and content sections enabling better regular interactions processes: 

• e-Library 

https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/1.-Discover_RCGs_v1.2.pdf
https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2.-Functions-Working-Protocols_RCGs-Secretariat_v1.1.pdf
https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/5.-Overview_Virtual-RepositoriesWorkingSpaces_v1.1.pdf
https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/4.-RCGs_Common-Document-Formats_v1.1.pdf
https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/secretariat/
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• Consultation processes. 

• Follow up of RCGs recommendations and decisions. 

• Direct channel/forum for the end-users of the RCGs work. 

• Some flexibility to adapt to requests (in the project scope) 

The Secretariat will promote the involvement of policy stakeholders, scientists, and concerned end-users 

in co-design and co-creation efforts to deliver value added products and content. 

 

 

 

Through SECWEB 2.0 actions it is expected that 

RCGs gain efficiency in their interactions and with 

this, enable further capacity to respond to their 

commitments regarding improved data quality, 

increased stakeholder participation, enhanced 

scientific advice, and better-informed fisheries 

management decisions.  

 
 

 

 
During the meeting, the national experts and RCGs Secretariat had a fruitful exchange on how to 

promote/reinforce the work of the RCG Med&BS as a whole and in particular the ISSGs.  

There were discussions regarding the drafting of the RCGs reports in a timely manner and further involvement 

of the RCGs Secretariat to assist the chairs in this task. The Secretariat commented that they are already 

involved in the preparation and editing of the report; producing the report template, compiling the report 

contributions from experts, drawing the list of participants and other parts of the report that require more 

administrative work. However, the input from the chairs is needed in order to ensure a technically sound 

report. The RCG chairs have to contribute to the draft report before being circulated among participants for 

comments and review. 

The RCGs Secretariat suggested to use a template for report contributions to the report, to allow for 

harmonised input, and circulate this is well in advance of the meeting together with clear instructions on 

deadlines and procedures for submitting the report contributions. This work can be supported by the RCGs 

Secretariat. 

The appointment of national experts to the various ISSGs is a key question as some ISSGs have been inactive 

in recent years. The Secretariat commented that a possible approach to this issue is to develop a master list 

where national correspondents are asked to appoint/review the experts assigned to each group. The list can 

be reviewed on a yearly basis.  

The Secretariat delved into the idea of developing an e-library and the possibility to make available not only 

the ISSG reports but also any working manuals/documents that the group might use as a reference for their 

work.  
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Other topics discussed were the possibility to develop a guiding document on the RCG way forward, and the 

Secretariat offered to support this process. 

The feedback received during and after the meeting will be used as input to the consultation process as part 

of the co-design approach followed during SECWEB 2.0 project. 

 

2.4.3 QUALITRAIN 

Isabella Bitetto presented the ‘QualiTrain’ project, which started on 14/12/2022 and has a 24-month duration. 

The project is dedicated to implement technical work on quality checks, as well as prepare, coordinate and 

organise technical trainings and information sessions for national experts. The most recent outcomes of this 

project included two trainings (3 – 5 October 2023 (online) and 15 – 19 April 2024 in Bari, Italy) and data 

checking of 146 Med & BS stocks. The outcomes of the data checks were shared with Member States after 

the meeting. VK specified that Member States are expected to correct the issues identified by 

Qualitrain in their historic data sets and resubmit during the next Med & BS data call. This should 

also be coordinated with RDBFIS.    

Most Member States (CY, HR, SI, ES, BG) consider the Qualitrain tools very useful and are using them to a 

varying extent. 

As the project will finish at the end of this year, it is important for the RCG to continue the work on the 

Qualitrain tools. To this end, it was agreed to set up an ISSG group on quality checks, which will be 

chaired by Kostas Touloumis (FRI)11.  

 

2.4.4 MAPAFISH MED 

VK presented the MAPAFISH-MED tool that has been incorporated in RDBFIS, which contains information 

(such as general features, fishing footprint, seabed habitats and catch composition) per Marine Protected Area. 

Map visualization is also included. She explained that the tool is still under development and discussion on 

access rights is underway. Member States will be consulted accordingly. Participants showed an interest and 

asked whether this tool can be dynamic and populated with recent data. VK clarified that the development of 

this tool is linked to the project and includes only the data submitted so far to the consortium. 

 

  

 

11 The chairing was communicated after the meeting. 
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2.5. Regional Work Plan for the Mediterranean and Black Sea 

2.5.1  ISSG ‘RWPs Med&BS - An Overview’ 

Regional Work plans (WP) and updates of National Work Plans 

VK reminded the timeline for the adoption of Work Plans (WP), according to which Member States have to 

integrate the Regional WP components in their National WP:  

 

The next cycle for Regional WP submission was also outlined, whereby any regional content outside the 

Regional WP can be agreed informally for 2025-2027, and formally included in the Regional WP 2028-2030: 

 

The following considerations for National WP amendments to be submitted in October 2024 were presented:  

• Response to Marine Action Plan, considering relevant guidance & advice by scientific bodies 

and work by RCGs; 

• Actions agreed and committed to under the Regional WP;  

• Improvements/mitigations to address DTIs and STECF/COM comments on ARs and National WP; 

• Review and integration of test, pilot and complementary studies, listed in current National WP;  

• New studies in response to end-user needs.  

 

2.5.2 ISSG ‘Recreational fisheries’ 

This ISSG did not meet during the intersession, but the chairs contributed to the update of the relevant text 

boxes and tables of the RWP. 
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2.5.3 ISSG ‘PETs bycatch monitoring’ 

This ISSG was inactive during 2023-2024, with no chair assigned by the Group for leading its work. The issue 

of governance is recurrent in every ISSG and depends on whether a chairperson has been identified. This is a 

difficult task, as the experts are very busy and have difficulty meeting all their commitments. One solution is 

probably to bring together pan-European ISSGs, or at least those covering the Atlantic (ICES) and 

Mediterranean (Med&BS) seas, to avoid duplicating meetings and benefit from the governance of these groups. 

Member states will have to decide on this point next year. This group is even more important as it provides 

the link between fisheries policies and EU environmental policy (by catch, VME, etc.). 

The GFCM, informed of the activities carried out in 2024, including those concerning in particular the RCG 

members, specifically five pilot projects to monitor activities and test mitigation measures to reduce negative 

interactions between fisheries and vulnerable species launched in high-risk areas.  

Under the umbrella of GFCM, the first Working Group on Vulnerable Species (WGVUL) met for the first 

time in April 2024 to identify conservation and mitigation actions that could be implemented to reduce bycatch 

of vulnerable species and dolphin depredation, as well as to evaluate the applicability of new technologies for 

monitoring and data collection.  

The problem of estimating the total bycatch of vulnerable species based on data submitted under the relevant 

GFCM DCRF Data Calls was raised, since currently the sampling coverage is not requested in DCRF (even if 

a sampling rate of 0.5% is expected for each fishery but not always reached). Instead, in the ICES WGBYC 

Data Call total bycatch can be either provided by MS or be estimated by the ICES Group based on the bycatch 

monitoring effort that is requested. The Group agreed that the relevant GFCM DCRF forms should be 

modified, for including the sampling coverage of the bycatch monitoring programmes. 

 

2.5.4 ISSG ‘Stomach sampling’ 

Paolo Sartor, the Chairman informed of his intention to step down and proposed Cristina Follesa to take his 

place. In view of his unavailability, he asked Alessandro Ligas to present the group's achievements in 2023 and 

proposals for the work to be carried out next year.   

Recommendations for the construction of the RWP 2025-2028 

Table 4.1 of the Regional Work Plan according to the following criteria:  
 

EU Mediterranean 

To share more proportionally the sampling effort among the GSAs, according to the abundance of the 

target and additional species. 
A slight increase (ca 15%) of the MEDITS sampling effort was proposed for M. merluccius. 
For this species, the sampling of stomachs is expected also from the monitoring of commercial fishery 

(to ensure a sampling coverage of all the quarters), although in this case a non-binding minimum target 

is indicated.  
The sampling of stomachs is also expected for the additional species, Lophius spp. Also, in this case a 

non-binding minimum target of n. of stomachs has been indicated. 
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Black Sea 
No substantial changes in the Table 4.1 presented for the RWP of 2023 have been suggested. 
A list of topics to be dealt with by the ISSG on stomach contents in Med & BS for the coming year was 

presented to the RCG and did not elicit any comments. 

− Follow the proposed protocols on collection and analysis of stomachs contents 
− Improve coordination and standardization.  
− Promote training activities (e.g. identification of preys, new data analyses) 
− Harmonize approaches (contact the NANSEA stomach contents ISSG - according to 

recommendation STECF EWG 22-18). 
− Discuss on how analyse the stomach contents (each MS or a European solution) 
− Storage of stomach contents data. EU Regional DATABASE (RDBFIS II Project) 
− Governance issues of the ISSG. 

Sven Kupschus (JRC) asked a question on the choice of species and stressed the need to look at the predators, 

not only species that are being assessed.  Alessandro Ligas mentioned that this point has been taken into 

account and that is why the ISSG chose monkfish and anglerfish.  

Stefanos Kavadas (RDBFIS coordinator) mentioned that the RDBFIS consortium has worked towards 

integrating stomach content data in RDBFIS, taking into consideration also ICES protocols.  

 

2.5.5 ISSG ‘Scientific network for sampling optimization’ 

Isabella Bitetto presented the work carried out during intersessional months by the experts of the ISSG on 

sampling optimization.  

The objectives of the ISSG are: 

• To contribute to dissemination of the methodology on biological sampling optimization, developed 

under MARE/2014/19 Med&BS project, consolidated in STREAM12 and applied in STREAMLINE13; 

• To promote the use of the STREAM sampling optimization tools to allow their application in the 

different areas of Med and BS; 

• To integrate the analyses carried out in STREAMLINE in the 4 identified Case studies to contribute to 

the refining of the RWPs. 

The tools (SDTool and BioSim tool) are available on GitHub (https://github.com/aleligas/STREAM_MARE-

2016-22/tree/master/Task%203.3).  

 

12 https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/d/dcf/med-and-bs_stream_mare-2016-22 
13 https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/d/dcf/streamline-final-report_publishable_version 

 

https://github.com/aleligas/STREAM_MARE-2016-22/tree/master/Task%203.3
https://github.com/aleligas/STREAM_MARE-2016-22/tree/master/Task%203.3
https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/d/dcf/med-and-bs_stream_mare-2016-22
https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/d/dcf/streamline-final-report_publishable_version
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The second ISSG meeting was organised on the 19th December: the experts presented, for the 4 STREAMLINE 

case studies (1. Adriatic Sea demersal and 2. small pelagic fisheries, 3. Black Sea and 4. Western Mediterranean 

Sea), the revisions made on the biological data (to be used for the sampling optimization analyses) and the data 

collected on sampling costs, through a questionnaire previously circulated in the group. Moreover, the material 

(updated packages, presentations and documentation) on BioSim and SDTool was circulated in the group just 

after the meeting. Bilateral meetings were organized in April, May and June 2024 between I. Bitetto and the 

experts (Greece, Italy, Bulgaria, Malta), to progress on the specific case studies.  

The results for Sprattus sprattus in the Black Sea, specifically for Bulgaria, were presented. Alternative sampling 

designs were evaluated and compared regarding the number of trips and sampling costs, aiming to provide 

comprehensive information for revising the Work Plan. The analyses quantified the extent to which sampling 

efforts need to be increased, to achieve an acceptable coefficient of variation (CV), while also considering the 

economic implications. 

Isabella Bitetto informed the attendees about the establishment of a working group of Italian experts, including 

ISSG sampling optimization specialists, dedicated to applying sampling optimization tools at the national level 

for the Italian GSAs. This group aims to utilize their analyses to contribute to the Work Plan for 2025-2027. 

The application of these tools to the seven Italian GSAs is currently underway, with preliminary findings 

presented for the demersal fisheries in GSA 18. The analyses conducted thus far have identified optimal 

solutions for various métiers, enabling a reallocation of sampling efforts to enhance sampling precision and 

achieve acceptable CV levels across all métiers.  

The methodologies applied in the ISSG on sampling optimization are also applied within the ICES 

WGBIOPTIM14 (chairs: Isabella Bitetto and Patricia Goncalves) and are part of the tools available in the ICES 

SharePoint to be applied in diverse areas on the different fisheries. The last report can be found here: 

 https://ices-

library.figshare.com/articles/report/Working_Group_on_Biological_Sampling_Optimization_WGBIOPTIM_/

25941340?file=46774744  

2.5.6 Feedback from Member States 

This point on the feedback from member states about RWP and articulation between RWP and NWP has not 

been addressed during the meeting because MS have already responded to these questions before the meeting. 

 

  

 

14 https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGBIOPTIM.aspx 

https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/Working_Group_on_Biological_Sampling_Optimization_WGBIOPTIM_/25941340?file=46774744
https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/Working_Group_on_Biological_Sampling_Optimization_WGBIOPTIM_/25941340?file=46774744
https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/Working_Group_on_Biological_Sampling_Optimization_WGBIOPTIM_/25941340?file=46774744
https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/Working_Group_on_Biological_Sampling_Optimization_WGBIOPTIM_/25941340?file=46774744
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGBIOPTIM.aspx
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2.6 ToR 6 Métier issues 

Feedback from the pan regional ISSG on Métier and transversal Variables work in the 2023/2024 season were 

presented during the meeting. The ISSG has 15 members and had four online meetings during the last year. 

The main aim of the group is to follow and evaluate the implementation of the métier codes on a pan-regional 

level and maintain métier codes and other reference lists and scripts. The ISSG served also, in the last 3 years, 

as a forum to discuss harmonization of methods used in MS to estimate fishing activity data. In this context, 

the ISSG works on fishing effort metrics calculations in the fecR package and methods to combine different 

fisheries declarative data sources (cross-validation) to calculate fishing activity variables estimates with a focus 

on the RDBES CE and CL tables. The ISSG has also worked on a template for documenting CE and CL data 

uploaded to the RDBES. Altogether, the ISSG tackled 6 tasks during the 2023-2024 period, for which main 

results have been presented during the RCG Med&BS TM and full details can be found in the ISSG report. 

Most of the issues discussed in the ISSG are also of relevance to the RCG Med&BS.  

The métier codes, as well as reference lists and scripts, are stored at a Github repository 

(https://github.com/ices-eg/RCGs/tree/master/Metiers). The ISSG manages the métiers reference lists (on DCF 

level 6 and 7) that are used by both JRC and ICES for data calls (e.g., FDI, RDBES). The species reference list 

is used to group species into target species groups (DEF, CRU, SPF etc.) that is used for allocating the métier 

codes to transversal data. 

2.6.1 Revision of standardized list of métiers 

The ISSG on Métier and transversal Variables had received two requests to add métier codes in the reference 

list from Malta. The requests were discussed during a meeting where RCG Med & BS chairs participated as 

invited experts. Unfortunately, the Maltese expert could not participate. The ISSG agreed that the code 

LLS_LPF_0_0_0 can be added to the métier level 6 reference list, and as it is for large pelagic fish, to also add 

the corresponding level 7 métier code LLS_LPF_0_0_0_SWO for the Med & BS RCG area. Regarding the 

code GTN_MPD_>0_0_0, the ISSG concluded that more information about this fishery is needed from Malta 

and had several questions, especially regarding the fact that the code is both mixed gears (Combined gillnets-

trammel nets) and mixed species (pelagic and demersal).  

The fecR package, that was developed to follow agreed fishing effort metrics calculation principles15, has been 

tested with the new version of R. The code has been made publicly available by JRC at 

http://dcallnet.jrc.ec.europa.eu/gitlab/r-packages/fecR.git, and the ISSG aims at updating the code with regards 

to RDBES aggregation, logbook reporting on haul level and small-scale fisheries. 

In addition, the group investigated the variables listed in EU MAP table 6, and if they are mandatory to report 

according to the Control Regulation Implementation Act (EU 404/2011). The gear dimensions (length of nets, 

number of pots and traps, number of hooks and lines) are optional in the Control Regulation. 

The ISSG will continue its work in 2024/2025 and continue the collaboration with RCG Med & BS. During the 

discussions, it was made clear that several of the topics for the ISSG are relevant to the RCG Med & BS. The 

 

15 Issued from the common joint methodology developed during the 2nd transversal workshop (Nicosia 2016). European 

Commission: Joint Research Centre, Calvo Santos, A., Pinnelo, D., Ioannou, M., Charilaou, C. et al., Report on the 2nd 

workshop on transversal variables – Nicosia, Cyprus, 22-26 February 2016 – A DCF ad-hoc workshop, Holmes, S.(editor), 

Scott, F.(editor) and Castro Ribeiro, C.(editor), Publications Office, 2016 https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2788/042271  

https://github.com/ices-eg/RCGs/tree/master/Metiers
http://dcallnet.jrc.ec.europa.eu/gitlab/r-packages/fecR.git
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2788/042271
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RCG Med & BS informed that they would further discuss métier codes relevant to their region and bring it 

forward to the ISSG “Métier and transversal variables”. 

Regional work on updating the regional list of métiers, based on the 2024 RCG Med&BS Data Call, is presented 

in Section 2.8.2. 
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2.7 ToR 7 Scientific surveys 

2.7.1. Review of 2022-2023 regional coordination, next steps and actions – MEDIAS 

The MEDIAS (MEDiterranean International Acoustic Surveys) Steering Committee met in Palermo, Italy, on 

09-11 April 2024, hosted by CNR-IAS and chaired by Tarek Hattab from IFREMER. The hybrid meeting was 

also virtually hosted on Zoom platform. Meeting participants were representatives from the European Union 

countries involved in acoustic surveys in the Mediterranean Sea (i.e. Croatia, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, 

Slovenia and Spain) and in the Black Sea (i.e. Bulgaria). One representative of EC from DG-MARE, and two 

representatives from RDBFIS & RDBFIS-II projects were invited to participate. In total, 36 participants attended 

the meeting including 22 in-person attendees and 14 virtual participants. 

 

Figure 2.7.1. Acoustic surveys performed in DCF-MEDIAS framework during 2023. 

Surveys performed (2023) 

1) IEO-ESP: MEDIAS 2023 acoustic survey was carried out in the Mediterranean Spanish waters (GSA06, 

Northern Spain and GSA01, Northern Alboran Sea) from 1th July to 13th August 2023 (34 days) on board the 

R/V “Miguel Oliver”. 

2) IFREMER-FRA: The surveys took place from June 29 to July 31 2023 (lasts 33 days at sea) and covered 

the Gulf of Lions (3300 nmi2) with the fishery Research Vessel L’Europe.  

3) CNR-IAS-ITA: MEDIAS 2023 in GSA 10 took place from July 21 to August 4 (lasts 14 days at sea) and 

covered the continental shelf in the central and south Tyrrhenian Sea (2086 nmi2) with the fishery Research 

Vessel "G. Dallaporta". 

4) MAFA: MEDIAS 2023 acoustic survey was conducted between 17th July and 20th July 2023 (4 days at sea). 

It was conducted in the western GSA15, with the help of our Sicilian colleagues. The Vessel used was the 

Research/Survey Vessel G. Dallaporta. 
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5) CNR-IAS-ITA: MEDIAS 2023 in GSA 16 took place from 10 to 21 July (lasts 12 days at sea) and covered 

the continental shelf along the southern coast of Sicily (3424 nmi2) with the fishery Research Vessel "G. 

Dallaporta".  

6) IOF-HRV: Acoustic survey on the eastern part of GSA 17 in 2023 was performed from 25/08/2023 to 

04/10/2023. Acoustic survey in Slovenian territorial waters was performed on 02/09/2023. For this purpose, 

R/V BIOS DVA was used for 37 days, in order to cover the area of 13.578 nmi2 (Croatian territorial waters) 

and 117 nmi2 (Slovenian territorial waters). 

7) CNR-IRBIM-ITA: MEDIAS 2023 acoustic survey was carried out in the period May 31 – June 27, 2023. It 

was conducted in the western GSA 17, in the planned area of ~ 11,000 nmi2 in western Adriatic Sea. The 

cruises were conducted on board the research vessel “G. Dallaporta”. GSA 18 survey was not conducted due 

to limited vessel availability. 

8) HCMR-GRC: MEDIAS 2023 acoustic surveys covered 4906 nmi2 in northern Aegean Sea during August - 

September, and 3275 nmi2 in eastern Ionian Sea during September - October with the fishery Research Vessel 

PHILIA. Pilot acoustic survey was also carried-out in Cyprus and covered 1450 nmi2 of national waters during 

March 2023 with the fishery Research Vessel PHILIA 

9) IO-BAS-BGR: Pelagic trawl survey in the Black Sea was carried out in Bulgarian waters (GSA 29) during 

June -July (spring season) and October - November (autumn season) applying the swept area method and using 

the research vessel HaitHabu. 

More detailed information & results on these surveys are available in 17th MEDIAS Report on ICES SharePoint, 

and on MEDIAS website: http://www.medias-project.eu/medias/website/.  

  

Harmonization issues 

In response to RCG Med & BS recommendation #5 of 2023, the MEDIAS SC has set a specific period for each 

GSA which has been included in the MEDIAS handbook, based essentially on the historical periods of the 

surveys and the availability of research vessels. This will ensure the continuity of time series within the GSA 

level. A buffer period of plus or minus one month is authorized in case of particular difficulties that may be 

encountered in certain years. However, if the survey has to be brought forward or delayed by more than this 

buffer month outside the official period, a request must first be made to MEDIAS SC and the EC before 

launching the survey. 

The WG collected the set of TS values used for all pelagic fish in the different GSAs, as a first step towards 

using common values and acknowledged the need to work further on this for all species. Thus, the MEDIAS 

SC has therefore agreed to set up a working group to work further on the standardization of the TS of anchovy 

in priority. 

For regional NASC mapping, a data format was proposed to the group to simplify the merging of data from 

the various GSAs. 

The MEDIAS SC invites the whole group to re-test the EchoR package for biomass and abundance estimates 

and contacting the IFREMER team with questions before the end of November 2024 if clarification of any 

issues is required. 

http://www.medias-project.eu/medias/website/
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With regard to quantitative analysis of shoals, preliminary analyses have been carried out and have 

demonstrated what type of descriptors can be extracted with the two acoustic data processing software used 

within the group. These preliminary analyses highlighted the need to select descriptors that are robust to 

temporal and spatial sampling variability, and to standardize also the methodology used to extract the shoals 

(supervised extraction based on expert knowledge vs. use of monospecific trawls and the nearest EDSUs) 

depending on the objectives and questions addressed. These discussions will continue after the meeting in 

order to consider the best possible option. 

Discussions on the standardization of biomass estimates from EDSU values have highlighted the need to 

consider a specific method for zigzag VS parallel sampling design. To this end, Marco Barra (CNR) will send to 

the group an R script enabling estimates to be made using Voronoi polygons in the case of mixed sampling 

design (zigzag sampling and a parallel transect sampling). The WG will check this script before submitting it for 

integration into RDBFIS. The WG also recommends exploring an alternative approach based on spatial delta-

generalized linear models, which could also be used to make these estimates. 

  

Other topics 

In view of the new stock assessments recently carried out for GSA5, the group recommends adding this sub-

area to the Spanish NWP in order to reinforce this new assessment. The Spanish team will study the question 

of the timing of this new survey during the next year, which could be carried out with another research vessel, 

while ensuring that the addition of this GSA does not affect the period of the GSA1 and 6 surveys. 

The group acknowledges the effort made by the Greek team in extending the survey to the GSA 25 - Cyprus 

and encourages them to continue the investigation of the best way to cover this especially with regard to 

biological sampling and adapting the protocol to the particular characteristics of the area.  

The MEDIAS SC has decided to organize a new workshop on the Regional RDBFIS database following the 

launch of the data call, to address any questions that may arise during the process of inputting data into the 

database.  

MEDIAS SC has been informed of GFCM pelagic acoustic survey protocol adapted to the specific 

characteristics of the Black Sea, and has proposed modifications to the latter, in particular the WG 

recommends using the 38 kHz frequency with a pulse duration of 1.024 ms and a day-time soundings. The 

group also recommends that the Bulgarian and Romanian teams apply for funding to purchase a SIMRAD EK80 

echosounder as part of the EMFAF call (Recommendation 7 from RCG 2023). 

With regard to availability of MEDIAS data, DG MARE proposed to make aggregated data (as provided in the 

DG MARE data call) publicly available, with the possibility of not sharing the last 3 years of data.  

The group addressed the issue of the provision of adjusted data following deviations from the protocol (e.g. 

change of period in a particular year, incomplete spatial coverage, etc.) which are not currently provided as 

part of the MED&BC data call. To ensure that estimates are made available to end-users, SC MEDIAS asks the 

DG MARE and the JRC team in charge of data-call to offer the possibility of uploading both adjusted and 

unadjusted data into the database, with the addition of a column specifying whether the data is protocol-

compliant or an adjusted estimate. This means that it will be necessary to provide not just one row per species 

for a given year in the current data-call tables, but two rows if an adjustment has been made. 
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2.7.1 Review of 2022-2023 regional coordination, next steps and actions – MEDITS 

The MEDITS Steering Committee met in Malta, on 3rd-4th April 2024. The meeting was chaired by Pierluigi 

Carbonara due to the absence of the international coordinator, Beatriz Guijarro, due to a sick leave. The main 

goal of the MEDITS survey is to monitor the demersal resources of the Mediterranean in a standardized way. 

It has run annually since 1994, covering all trawlable areas over the shelf and upper slope, between 10 and 800 

m depth in the eleven countries involved. The meeting started with a review of 2023 activities and issues 

related to them, including the delays in performing the survey in some GSAs, in comparison to the period 

standardized in the protocol. The role of MEDITS in the context of the Data Collection Framework was 

reviewed. Some of the relevant research activities that are carried out using MEDITS data were presented. 

The handbook revision is delayed, but it is planned to be ready by the end of 2024 or beginning 2025. Following 

the request of the RCG Med&BS 2023, the period of the survey was discussed. It was agreed that the preferable 

period is May-July, although one month before and two months later (May-September) will be still considered 

as valid. Outside of that period the survey will not be considered valid. The remaining pending issues include 

the report of the Steering Committee 2023, the hosting of a webpage and a sharepoint. The next MEDITS 

Steering Committee will take place in Kavala (Greece). 

 

2.7.2 Review of 2022-2023 regional coordination, next steps and actions – Black Sea surveys 

Mr Hüseyin Ozbilgin, presented actions held on behalf of GFCM during the last two years. 

International Bottom Trawl Surveys in the Black Sea (iBotS) manual V1.0 was published in 2023 and was 

updated in 2024 (iBotSmanual V1.1). 

 

In 2023 pelagic-acoustic surveys standardization meetings were held online and in 2024 GFCM pelagic acoustic 

survey protocol adapted to the specific characteristics of the Black Sea V1.0 is published, following some 

discussions with the MEDIAS group. 

A Standardized scientific demersal trawl survey was executed in Türkiye in 2023 and in 2024, iBotS Spring 

survey was executed in Türkiye and iBotS Autumn surveys will be implemented in Türkiye and Georgia. 

In 2023, Rapa beam trawl surveys were executed in EU-Bulgaria, Georgia, EU-Romania, Türkiye East and 

Türkiye West and in 2024, Rapa beam trawl Spring surveys were executed in EU-Bulgaria, Georgia, EU-

Romania, Türkiye East and Türkiye West 

 

In 2024, an all-of Black Sea demersal survey is currently being discussed and planned 

All the scientific surveys are implemented following the common methodologies agreed by Black Sea Survey 

Experts. They can be reached at BlackSea4Fish Resources web page at 

https://www.fao.org/gfcm/activities/fisheries/cooperation/blacksea4fish/resources  

 

 

 

https://www.fao.org/gfcm/activities/fisheries/cooperation/blacksea4fish/resources
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2.8 ToR 8 Regional data requirements 

2.8.1 RCG Med&BS 2024 data call 

During the 4th RCM MED 2007, a recommendation came into force stated that “For the purpose of exchanging 

landings data, as a reference for the selection of species to be included in the biological sampling of the National 

Programmes, the RCM MED recommends that MS provide the landings data of the previous 3 years required by the 

DCR during the PGMed meeting, on a common template”. 

In the following years, the RCG MED & BS decided to continue using the landing templates instead of other 

sources (Eurostat) for completing the Table of the Work Plan related with the List of required species/stocks 

(currently Table 2.1 - Stocks) of the Work Plan; this is because the group considers that they provide the most 

reliable landings data for scientific use.  

During 2024, two official data calls (Part 1 and Part 2) were launched by the chair and co-chair 

of the RCG MED & BS. 

The first Data Call (Part 1) was announced end of February to all National Correspondents (NCs), with a 

deadline on the 6th of May 2024 (Annex III), requesting the following data: 

- Data on landings for the period 2021-2023, based on the Landings template for Med&BS, for updating 

the RCG Med&BS Regional Work Plan 2025-2027 (Table 2.1 – Stocks). 

The second Data Call (Part 2) was announced middle July to all NCs, with a deadline on the 20th of August 

(Annex IV), requesting the following data: 

- Data on landings, effort and value by métier for the period 2021-2023, where métiers are selected 

from the regionally agreed list of métiers with specified coding, for using a ranking system for the 

Mediterranean and Black Sea. 

For both Data Calls, data were submitted by all Member States in the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea, 

for the requested period. Data submitted were reviewed and analysed by Norbert Billet and Charis Charilaou. 

 

2.8.2 Results of Data Call (part I) – Landings template 

The produced landing templates in landings value (tons) and in contribution (%) of Member States for species 

included in Table 2.1 of the RWP Med&BS 2025-2027 are provided in Tables 2.8.2.1 and 2.8.2.2. Additional 

elasmobranch species that are not included in Table 2.1 but were reported by the MS are provided in Table 

2.8.2.3. 
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Table 2.8.2.1: Average landing by Member State (in tons) over the 2021-2023 period, for species include in Table 

2.1 of the RWP Med&BS 2025-2027 

 

 

Species (scientific name) GFCM sub-region BGR CYP ESP FRA GRC HRV ITA MLT ROU SVN ALL MS

Alosa immaculata GSAs 28-29 11.5       -   -           -         -            -           -           -     2.8         -   14         

Anguilla anguilla GSAs 1-27 -         -   22.4         465.3    -            0.4           26.6         -     -        -   515       

Aphia minuta GSA 9, 10, 16 and 19 -         -   -           -         -            -           50.1         0.0      -        -   50         

Aristaeomorpha foliacea GSAs 1-16, 19-21 and 22-27-         1.2   6.5           2.0         56.6          -           1,879.3   49.6   -        -   1,995    

Aristeus antennatus GSAs 1-16, 19-21 and 22-27-         0.0   803.9       2.7         8.8             -           600.3       3.0      -        -   1,419    

Atherina spp. GSA 9, 10, 16 and 19 -         -   -           -         -            -           -           -     -        -   -        

Boops boops GSAs 1-27 -         91.6 408.2       124.0    2,034.4     73.9         798.5       30.0   -        0.1   3,561    

Callinectes sapidus GSA 8-10, 11.2, 12-16, 18-21-         -   -           -         378.1        -           4.7           -     -        -   383       

Chamelea gallina GSAs 17-18 -         -   -           -         -            0.3           17,922.3 -     -        -   17,923 

Corallium rubrum GSAs 1-27 -         -   -           -         -            0.1           -           -     -        -   0           

Coryphaena hippurus GSAs 12-27 -         1.1   -           -         13.6          1.4           146.8       340.7 -        0.0   504       

Dicentrarchus labrax GSAs 1-27 -         2.5   148.9       274.3    220.5        12.1         192.1       0.1      -        3.7   854       

Diplodus annularis GSAs 12-16, 19-21 -         -   -           -         119.6        -           -           0.2      -        -   120       

Eledone cirrhosa GSA 1-23 -         -   485.3       617.7    27.7          30.9         772.7       0.0      -        -   1,934    

Eledone moschata GSA 8-23 -         -   -           205.7    243.9        150.8       890.3       0.3      -        12.6 1,504    

Engraulis encrasicolus GSAs 1-29 445.3    0.2   11,530.3 845.0    10,351.0   13,122.0 22,482.7 -     31.9      0.0   58,809 

Eutrigla gurnardus GSA 13-16, 18-23 -         -   -           -         0.3             -           17.8         0.0      -        -   18         

Galeus melastomus GSAs 1-11 -         -   65.2         -         -            -           7.1           -     -        -   72         

Illex spp., Todarodes  spp. GSAs 1-27 -         -   969.4       -         781.3        105.4       1,288.5   2.7      -        0.0   3,147    

Lagocephalus sceleratus GSAs 1-27 -         38.4 -           -         1.9             -           -           -     -        -   40         

Loligo vulgaris GSAs 1-27 -         19.2 227.1       -         380.2        126.3       481.9       14.8   -        8.2   1,258    

Lophius budegassa GSAs 1-16, 19-21, 22-23 -         -   310.0       435.7    216.2        -           31.6         0.0      -        -   994       

Lophius piscatorius GSA 1-16, 18-23 -         -   568.9       37.7       4.4             -           443.8       3.1      -        -   1,058    

Merlangius merlangus GSAs 28-29 20.0       -   -           -         -            -           -           -     1.6         -   22         

Merluccius merluccius GSAs 1-27 -         3.9   1,747.4   724.0    3,105.5     1,177.1   6,333.7   19.7   -        3.3   13,115 

Micromesistius poutassou GSA 1-11, 22-23 -         -   461.9       14.7       576.1        -           43.2         1.4      -        -   1,097    

Mugilidae GSA 8-10, 11.2, 12-23 -         -   -           -         347.0        101.2       1,612.9   0.4      -        4.4   2,066    

Mullus barbatus GSAs 1-29 289.2    12.2 1,356.5   413.0    1,624.1     675.7       3,342.3   12.9   32.4      7.5   7,766    

Mullus surmuletus GSAs 1-16, 19-21 and 22-27-         16.4 446.2       105.7    871.6        -           1,053.5   23.9   -        -   2,517    

Nephrops norvegicus GSAs 1-21 -         -   240.9       -         281.2        259.4       691.9       0.4      -        -   1,474    

Octopus vulgaris GSAs 1-27 -         4.7   1,704.1   1,046.0 1,335.6     144.7       3,289.0   23.2   -        0.0   7,547    

Pagellus bogaraveo GSAs 1-11 -         -   38.4         43.0       -            -           65.4         15.8   -        -   163       

Pagellus erythrinus GSAs 1-27 -         14.0 672.4       163.7    798.7        64.6         454.6       7.6      -        2.9   2,179    

Parapenaeus longirostris GSAs 1-27 -         1.3   2,241.1   103.0    2,726.5     798.3       6,376.7   10.7   -        -   12,258 

Penaeus kerathurus GSA 22-23 -         -   -           -         787.5        -           -           -     -        -   788       

Portunus segnis GSA 8-10, 11.2, 12-16, 18-21-         -   -           -         -            -           -           0.1      -        -   0           

Pterois miles GSAs 1-27 -         22.2 -           -         13.9          -           -           -     -        -   36         

Raja asterias GSAs 1-11 -         -   110.8       27.3       -            -           58.1         0.0      -        -   196       

Raja clavata GSAs 1-16, 19-21 -         -   70.4         -         6.0             -           212.0       30.7   -   319       

Rapana venosa GSAs 28-29 2,207.3 -   -           -         -            -           -           -     2,622.8 -   4,830    

Sardina pilchardus GSAs 1-27 -         1.6   7,252.6   55.3       7,350.3     37,084.2 11,812.8 6.0      -        1.5   63,564 

Sardinella aurita GSAs 1-16, 19-21 and 22-27-         0.6   4,640.2   5.7         1,900.8     -           501.2       72.4   -        -   7,121    

Saurida lessepsianus GSAs 22-27 -         -   -           -         -            -           -           -     -        -   -        

Saurida undosquamis GSAs 22-27 -         -   -           -         -            -           -           -     -        -   -        

Scomber colias GSAs 1-11, 22-27 -         4.9   1,602.6   9.7         1,441.9     -           248.7       496.4 -        -   3,804    

Scomber scombrus GSAs 1-16, 19-21 -         -   425.2       -         79.9          -           279.3       0.1      -        -   785       

Scophthalmus maximus GSAs 28-29 69.4       -   -           -         -            -           -           -     73.1      -   143       

Sepia officinalis GSAs 1-21 -         1.1   585.3       -         1,293.4     97.3         3,363.6   22.8   -        3.8   5,367    

Siganus luridus GSAs 22-27 -         8.2   -           -         22.5          -           -           -     -        -   31         

Siganus rivulatus GSAs 22-27 -         29.0 -           -         9.0             -           -           -     -        -   38         

Solea solea GSAs 17-18, 22-27 -         0.0   -           -         190.6        136.5       1,451.9   -     0.1         5.1   1,784    

Sparus aurata GSA 7, 22-23 -         -   0.3           1,208.0 589.7        -           -           1.7      -        -   1,800    

Sphyraena sphyraena GSAs 12-16, 19-21 -         -   -           -         138.5        -           0.6           3.3      -        -   142       

Spicara smaris GSAs 17-18, 22-27 -         65.2 -           -         603.1        79.9         0.4           2.6      -        -   751       

Sprattus sprattus GSAs 28-29 2,768.0 -   -           -         -            -           -           99.3   67.2      -   2,935    

Squalus acanthias GSAs 28-29 16.1       -   -           -         -            -           -           8.8      1.5         -   26         

Squilla mantis GSAs 17-18 -         -   -           -         -            7.5           3,381.5   -     -        2.1   3,391    

Trachurus mediterraneus GSAs 1-29 280.5    7.3   1,773.6   322.7    404.9        1,004.3   188.5       41.2   34.1      0.7   4,058    

Trachurus picturatus GSAs 1-11 -         -   111.0       -         -            -           5.2           -     -        -   116       

Trachurus trachurus GSAs 1-29 -         -   2,187.0   134.0    873.8        123.4       1,042.7   16.1   -        -   4,377    

Trisopterus minutus GSAs 1-29 -         -   287.6       349.0    30.6          -           390.1       -     -        0.0   1,057    

Veneridae GSA 6, 13-21 -         -   97.6         -         -            62.6         6.7           -     -        2.5   169       

Dalatias licha GSAs 1-27 -         -   0.0           1.3         2.4             -           -           0.0      -        -   4           

Dipturus oxyrinchus GSAs 1-27 -         -   7.0           -         -            -           0.5           0.5      -        -   8           

Etmopterus spinax GSAs 1-27 -         -   3.6           0.3         -            -           0.3           -     -        -   4           

Hexanchus griseus GSAs 1-27 -         -   0.3           -         -            -           1.3           4.2      -        -   6           

Mustelus asterias GSAs 1-27 -         -   -           -         -            -           -           0.0      -        -   0           

Mustelus mustelus GSAs 1-27 -         -   35.4         -         25.8          45.5         -           15.5   -        2.0   124       

Mustelus punctulatus GSAs 1-27 -         -   -           -         -            -           -           0.0      -        -   0           

Myliobatis aquila GSAs 1-27 -         -   4.9           -         4.3             9.4           -           -     -        0.0   19         

Pteroplatytrygon violacea GSAs 1-27 -         -   0.1           -         -            -           -           0.0      -        -   0           

Raja miraletus GSAs 1-27 -         -   0.3           -         12.9          2.0           56.3         -     -        -   71         

Scyliorhinus canicula GSAs 1-29 -         -   182.5       23.0       58.5          0.2           126.0       0.9      -        -   391       

Scyliorhinus stellaris GSAs 1-27 -         -   0.4           1.0         0.9             0.5           2.9           0.9      -        -   6           

Squalus blainville GSAs 1-27 -         1.2   0.7           -         30.4          -           4.8           12.2   -        -   49         

Torpedo marmorata GSAs 1-27 -         -   1.3           0.7         0.7             0.3           1.0           -     -        0.0   4           

Torpedo torpedo GSAs 1-27 -         -   -           -         -            -           2.2           -     -        -   2           

Fistularia commersonii GSAs 22-27 -         9.4   -           -         0.0             -           -           -     -        -   9           

Penaeus japonicus GSAs 22-27 -         -   -           -         -            -           -           -     -        -   -        

Metapenaeus stebbingi GSAs 22-27 -         -   -           -         -            -           -           -     -        -   -        

Scomberomorus commerson GSAs 22-27 -         -   -           -         -            -           -           -     -        -   -        
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Table 2.8.2.2: Contribution (%) of Member States to the average landings over the period 2017-2019, for species 

included in Table 2.1 of RWP Med&BS 2025-2027 

 

Species (scientific name) GFCM sub-region BGR CYP ESP FRA GRC HRV ITA MLT ROU SVN ALL MS

Alosa immaculata GSAs 28-29 80% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 20% 0% 100%

Anguilla anguilla GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 4% 90% 0% 0% 5% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Aphia minuta GSA 9, 10, 16 and 19 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Aristaeomorpha foliacea GSAs 1-16, 19-21 and 22-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 0% 94% 2% 0% 0% 100%

Aristeus antennatus GSAs 1-16, 19-21 and 22-27 0% 0% 57% 0% 1% 0% 42% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Atherina spp. GSA 9, 10, 16 and 19 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Boops boops GSAs 1-27 0% 3% 11% 3% 57% 2% 22% 1% 0% 0% 100%

Callinectes sapidus GSA 8-10, 11.2, 12-16, 18-21 0% 0% 0% 0% 99% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Chamelea gallina GSAs 17-18 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Corallium rubrum GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Coryphaena hippurus GSAs 12-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 0% 29% 68% 0% 0% 100%

Dicentrarchus labrax GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 17% 32% 26% 1% 22% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Diplodus annularis GSAs 12-16, 19-21 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Eledone cirrhosa GSA 1-23 0% 0% 25% 32% 1% 2% 40% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Eledone moschata GSA 8-23 0% 0% 0% 14% 16% 10% 59% 0% 0% 1% 100%

Engraulis encrasicolus GSAs 1-29 1% 0% 20% 1% 18% 22% 38% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Eutrigla gurnardus GSA 13-16, 18-23 0% 0% 0% 0% 2% 0% 98% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Galeus melastomus GSAs 1-11 0% 0% 90% 0% 0% 0% 10% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Illex spp., Todarodes  spp. GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 31% 0% 25% 3% 41% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Lagocephalus sceleratus GSAs 1-27 0% 95% 0% 0% 5% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Loligo vulgaris GSAs 1-27 0% 2% 18% 0% 30% 10% 38% 1% 0% 1% 100%

Lophius budegassa GSAs 1-16, 19-21, 22-23 0% 0% 31% 44% 22% 0% 3% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Lophius piscatorius GSA 1-16, 18-23 0% 0% 54% 4% 0% 0% 42% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Merlangius merlangus GSAs 28-29 93% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 7% 0% 100%

Merluccius merluccius GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 13% 6% 24% 9% 48% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Micromesistius poutassou GSA 1-11, 22-23 0% 0% 42% 1% 53% 0% 4% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Mugilidae GSA 8-10, 11.2, 12-23 0% 0% 0% 0% 17% 5% 78% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Mullus barbatus GSAs 1-29 4% 0% 17% 5% 21% 9% 43% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Mullus surmuletus GSAs 1-16, 19-21 and 22-27 0% 1% 18% 4% 35% 0% 42% 1% 0% 0% 100%

Nephrops norvegicus GSAs 1-21 0% 0% 16% 0% 19% 18% 47% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Octopus vulgaris GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 23% 14% 18% 2% 44% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Pagellus bogaraveo GSAs 1-11 0% 0% 24% 26% 0% 0% 40% 10% 0% 0% 100%

Pagellus erythrinus GSAs 1-27 0% 1% 31% 8% 37% 3% 21% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Parapenaeus longirostris GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 18% 1% 22% 7% 52% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Penaeus kerathurus GSA 22-23 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Portunus segnis GSA 8-10, 11.2, 12-16, 18-21 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 100%

Pterois miles GSAs 1-27 0% 62% 0% 0% 38% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Raja asterias GSAs 1-11 0% 0% 56% 14% 0% 0% 30% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Raja clavata GSAs 1-16, 19-21 0% 0% 22% 0% 2% 0% 66% 10% 0% 0% 100%

Rapana venosa GSAs 28-29 46% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 54% 0% 100%

Sardina pilchardus GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 11% 0% 12% 58% 19% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Sardinella aurita GSAs 1-16, 19-21 and 22-27 0% 0% 65% 0% 27% 0% 7% 1% 0% 0% 100%

Saurida lessepsianus GSAs 22-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Saurida undosquamis GSAs 22-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Scomber colias GSAs 1-11, 22-27 0% 0% 42% 0% 38% 0% 7% 13% 0% 0% 100%

Scomber scombrus GSAs 1-16, 19-21 0% 0% 54% 0% 10% 0% 36% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Scophthalmus maximus GSAs 28-29 49% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 51% 0% 100%

Sepia officinalis GSAs 1-21 0% 0% 11% 0% 24% 2% 63% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Siganus luridus GSAs 22-27 0% 27% 0% 0% 73% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Siganus rivulatus GSAs 22-27 0% 76% 0% 0% 24% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Solea solea GSAs 17-18, 22-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 11% 8% 81% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Sparus aurata GSA 7, 22-23 0% 0% 0% 67% 33% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Sphyraena sphyraena GSAs 12-16, 19-21 0% 0% 0% 0% 97% 0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 100%

Spicara smaris GSAs 17-18, 22-27 0% 9% 0% 0% 80% 11% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Sprattus sprattus GSAs 28-29 94% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 2% 0% 100%

Squalus acanthias GSAs 28-29 61% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 33% 6% 0% 100%

Squilla mantis GSAs 17-18 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Trachurus mediterraneus GSAs 1-29 7% 0% 44% 8% 10% 25% 5% 1% 1% 0% 100%

Trachurus picturatus GSAs 1-11 0% 0% 96% 0% 0% 0% 4% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Trachurus trachurus GSAs 1-29 0% 0% 50% 3% 20% 3% 24% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Trisopterus minutus GSAs 1-29 0% 0% 27% 33% 3% 0% 37% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Veneridae GSA 6, 13-21 0% 0% 58% 0% 0% 37% 4% 0% 0% 1% 100%

Dalatias licha GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 0% 36% 64% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Dipturus oxyrinchus GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 88% 0% 0% 0% 6% 6% 0% 0% 100%

Etmopterus spinax GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 85% 8% 0% 0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Hexanchus griseus GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 5% 0% 0% 0% 23% 72% 0% 0% 100%

Mustelus asterias GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 100%

Mustelus mustelus GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 28% 0% 21% 37% 0% 12% 0% 2% 100%

Mustelus punctulatus GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 100%

Myliobatis aquila GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 27% 0% 23% 50% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Pteroplatytrygon violacea GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 80% 0% 0% 0% 0% 20% 0% 0% 100%

Raja miraletus GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 18% 3% 79% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Scyliorhinus canicula GSAs 1-29 0% 0% 47% 6% 15% 0% 32% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Scyliorhinus stellaris GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 6% 15% 14% 8% 44% 13% 0% 0% 100%

Squalus blainville GSAs 1-27 0% 2% 1% 0% 62% 0% 10% 25% 0% 0% 100%

Torpedo marmorata GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 33% 17% 18% 8% 24% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Torpedo torpedo GSAs 1-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Fistularia commersonii GSAs 22-27 0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Penaeus japonicus GSAs 22-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Metapenaeus stebbingi GSAs 22-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Scomberomorus commerson GSAs 22-27 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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Table 2.8.2.3: Average landings by MS (in tons) over the 2021-2023 period for additional elasmobranch species in 

the Mediterranean Sea and Black Sea (not included in Table 2.1 of RWP Med&BS 2025-2027). 

 

 

2.8.3 Results of Data Call (Part II) - Ranking system for the Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries  

A ranking system of métiers at level 6 was performed at regional level (Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea - GSA29).  

As in previous years, the ranking system applied was the one described in the old DCF Decision 2010/93/EU, 

according to which a ranking of the métiers is performed three times: firstly, according to their share in the 

total landings, secondly according to their share in the total value of the commercial landings and thirdly 

according to their share in the total effort (days at sea). For each ranking, the shares were cumulated starting 

with the largest, until a cut-off level of 90% was reached. At the end of the procedure, all métiers selected 

through each ranking where added. 

Data used: Average data on landings, value and effort over the period 2021-2023 were used, which were 

received under the 2024 RCG Med&BS Data Call (Part 2).  

 

 

 

 

Species (scientific name) GFCM sub-region BGR CYP ESP FRA GRC HRV ITA MLT ROU SVN ALL MS

Alopias vulpinus GSAs 1-27 0.1   2.0           0.1      0.1   2           

Centrophorus granulosus GSAs 1-27 4.9           0.2             0.4      6           

Centrophorus uyato GSAs 1-27 0.2      0           

Dasyatidae GSAs 1-29 10.8 0.8           5.4             0.0           0.0      17         

Dasyatis pastinaca GSAs 1-29 1.5         1.2           21.7          0.6      5.7         31         

Elasmobranchii GSAs 1-29 0.5           2.9           3           

Galeorhinus galeus GSAs 1-27 0.5           1           

Galeus spp. GSAs 1-27 0.0           0           

Heptranchias perlo GSAs 1-27 4.8           1.3           0.3      6           

Isurus oxyrinchus GSAs 1-27 0.1           0           

Lamna nasus GSAs 1-27 0.0           0.1           0           

Leucoraja naevus GSAs 1-27 0.0      0           

Mustelus  spp GSAs 1-27 0.1   50.4          248.4       299       

Prionace glauca GSAs 1-27 0.2   8.6           3.5             18.8         1.7      33         

Raja brachyura GSAs 1-27 0.0           6.3           0.1      6           

Leucoraja circularis GSAs 1-27 0.7           1           

Raja clavata GSAs 28-29 19.0       1.1         20         

Raja clavata GSAs 17-18, 22-27 3.0           3           

Raja montagui GSAs 1-27 6.7           0.4             26.5         1.1      35         

Leucoraja naevus GSAs 1-27 15.5         16         

Raja polystigma GSAs 1-27 -           0.6           0.1      1           

Raja radula GSAs 1-27 0.2           3.6             1.4           -     5           

Raja spp. GSAs 1-29 105.2       105       

Raja undulata GSAs 1-27 0.1           0.0             -     0           

Rajidae GSAs 1-29 3.2   128.1       0.5      0.0   132       

Rostroraja alba GSAs 1-27 0.2           106.9       0.0      107       

Scyliorhinus spp. GSAs 1-29 9.5           10         

Sphyrna spp. GSAs 1-27 0.0           0.0           -     0           

Squalidae GSAs 1-29 71.0         71         

Squalus acanthias GSAs 1-27 28.3         28         
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Results 

Black Sea (GSA29) 

13 métiers were identified for the Black Sea for the period 2021-2023, listed in Table 2.8.3.1. Specifications 

provided on miscellaneous (MISC) métiers are shown in Table 2.8.3.2. 

 

Table 2.8.3.1: List of identified métiers at level 6 in the Black Sea for the period 2021-2023. 

FPN_LPF_>0_0_0  

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0  

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0  

GNS_DEF_360-400_0_0  

GNS_SLP_>=16_0_0  

LH_FIF_0_0_0  

LLS_DEF_0_0_0  

MISC  

OTH  

OTM_MPD_>=13_19_0_0   

PS_SPF_>=14_0_0  

SX_DEF_0_0_0   

TBB_DEF_0_0_0  

 

Table 2.8.3.2: Specifications provided by BS MS on the use of MISC métiers. 

MS  MISC/OTH  

BGR  

BGR  

BGR  

BGR  

BGR  

ROU  

ROU  
  

LHM_SPF_0_0_0  

LHP_DEF_0_0_0  

LLD_DEF_0_0_0  

NK  

SB_SPF_0_0_0  

DIV_MOL_0_0_0  

DRH_MOL_>0_0_0  
  

 

Table 2.8.3.3: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average landings (tons) over the period 

2021-2023 for the Black Sea. 

Métiers at lvl 6  
Average Landings 

(t)  
%  CumSum  

OTM_MPD_>=13_19_0_0   3982  0.39  0.39  

TBB_DEF_0_0_0   3818  0.37  0.76  

MISC  1262  0.12  0.88  

OTH  682  0.07  0.95  
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Since MISC and OTH métiers were selected through the ranking system, the ranking system was performed 

again, disaggregating the métiers based on the information provided.  

 

Table 2.8.3.4: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average landings (tons) over the period 

2021-2023 for the Black Sea (with MISC and OTH disaggregated). 

Métiers at lvl 6  Average Landings (t)  %  CumSum  
OTM_MPD_>=13_19_0_0   3982  0.39  0.39  

TBB_DEF_0_0_0   3818  0.37  0.76  

NK  1242  0.12  0.88  

DIV_MOL_0_0_0  622  0.06  0.94  

 

Table 2.8.3.5: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average value of landings (euro) over 

the period 2021-2023 for the Black Sea. 

Métiers at lvl 6  
Average 
Value  

%  CumSum  

OTM_MPD_>=13_19_0_0   3470645  0.36  0.36  

TBB_DEF_0_0_0   2073573  0.22  0.58  

MISC  1578888  0.17  0.75  

GNS_DEF_360-400_0_0  1167795  0.12  0.87  

OTH  665391  0.07  0.94  

 

Since MISC and OTH métiers were selected through the ranking system, the ranking system was performed 

again, disaggregating the MISC and OTH métiers based on the information provided.  

 

Table 2.8.3.6: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average value of landings (euro) over 

the period 2021-2023 for the Black Sea. 

Métiers at lvl 6  
Average 
Value  

%  CumSum  

OTM_MPD_>=13_19_0_0   3470645  0.36  0.36  

TBB_DEF_0_0_0   2073573  0.22  0.58  

NK  1541993  0.16  0.74  

GNS_DEF_360-400_0_0  1167795  0.12  0.87  

DIV_MOL_0_0_0  579601  0.06  0.93  
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Table 2.8.3.7: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average effort (days at sea) over the 

period 2021-2023 for the Black Sea. 

Métiers at lvl 6  
Average 
Effort  

%  CumSum  

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0  5994  0.26  0.26  

MISC  4949  0.22  0.48  

OTM_MPD_>=13_19_0_0   4462  0.20  0.68  

GNS_DEF_360-400_0_0  2437  0.11  0.79  

TBB_DEF_0_0_0   1907  0.08  0.87  

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0  875  0.04  0.91  

 

Since MISC métiers were selected through the ranking system, the ranking system was performed again, 

disaggregating the MISC métiers based on the information provided.   

 

Table 2.8.3.8: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average effort (days at sea) over the 

period 2021-2023 for the Black Sea (with MISC disaggregated).  

Métiers at lvl 6  
Average 

Effort  
%  CumSum  

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0  5994  0.26  0.26  

OTM_MPD_>=13_19_0_0   4462  0.20  0.46  

NK  4344  0.19  0.65  

GNS_DEF_360-400_0_0  2437  0.11  0.76  

TBB_DEF_0_0_0   1907  0.08  0.85  

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0  875  0.04  0.88  

DIV_MOL_0_0_0  721  0.03  0.92  

 

In overall, 7 métiers were selected through the ranking procedure in the Black Sea (see Table 2.8.3.8). Two 

métiers initially included in MISC /OTH were selected (DIV_MOL_0_0_0, NK), indicating that a revision of 

the regionally agreed métiers is required. Concerning NK, effort should be made for identifying its relevant 

métiers.  
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Table 2.8.3.9: Métiers selected through ranking procedure over the period 2021-2023 for the Black Sea  

Métiers at lvl 6  
Selected based on 

landings  
Selected based on 

value  

Selected 
based on 

effort  
DIV_MOL_0_0_0  x  x  x  

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0        x  

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0        x  

GNS_DEF_360-400_0_0     x  x  

NK  x  x  x  

OTM_MPD_>=13_19_0_0   x  x  x  

TBB_DEF_0_0_0   x  x  x  

 

Mediterranean Sea  

26 métiers were identified for the Mediterranean Sea for the period 2021-2023, listed in Table 2.8.3.10. 

Specifications provided on miscellaneous (MISC) and other (OTH) métiers are provided in Table 2.8.3.11. 

 

Table 2.8.3.10: List of identified regionally agreed métiers at level 6 in the Mediterranean Sea for the period 2021-
2023. 

DRB_MOL_>0_0_0 

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0 

FYK_CAT_0_0_0 

FYK_DEF_0_0_0 

GND_DEF_0_0_0 

GND_SPF_0_0_0 

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0 

GNS_SLP_>=16_0_0 

GTR_DEF_>=16_0_0 

LA_SLP_>14_0_0 

LH_CEP_0_0_0 

LH_FIF_0_0_0 

LLD_LPF_0_0_0 

 

LLS_DEF_0_0_0 

LTL_LPF_0_0_0 

MISC 

OTB_DEF_>=40_0_0 

OTB_DWS_>=40_0_0 

OTB_MDD_>=40_0_0 

OTH 

OTM_MPD_>=20_0_0 

PS_LPF_>14_0_0 

PS_SPF_>=14_0_0 

PTM_SPF_>=20_0_0 

SX_DEF_0_0_0 

TBB_DEF_0_0_0 
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Table 2.8.2.11: Specifications provided by Mediterranean MS on the use of MISC / OTH métiers. 

MS MISC / 

OTH 

Specification of MISC / 

OTH Notes 

ESP 
OTH LHP_LPF_0_0_0 (or 

Misc_LHP) 
Pole and line fishing targeting bluefin tuna  

ESP 
OTH 

OTH_FPN_DEF** 
Stationary uncovered pound nets targeting 

BSS and SBG 

ESP 
OTH 

OTH_FPN_SLP*** 
Stationary uncovered pound nets targeting 

migratory pelagic species 

GRC OTH DRH_MOL_>0_0_0  

GRC OTH GNC_FIF_0_0_0  

GRC OTH GTN_DEF_0_0_0  

GRC OTH LHM_LPF_0_0_0  

HRV OTH FPO_CRU_>0_0_0  

HRV MISC FPO_DEMSP_>=40_0_0  

HRV MISC HAR_DEF_0_0_0  

HRV MISC MIS_MIS_0_0_0  

MLT MISC Combined gillnets-trammel nets 

MLT MISC Hooks and lines 

MLT MISC Misc.  (Malta: Sicca tat-tqahhib) 

MLT MISC Set surface longlines 
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Table 2.8.3.12: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average landings (tons) over the 

period 2021-2023 for the whole Mediterranean Sea (with MISC and OTH aggregated). 

Métiers at lvl 6  
Average 
Landings (t)  

%  CumSum  

PS_SPF_>=14_0_0  108310  0.56  0.56  

OTB_DEF_>=40_0_0  40256  0.21  0.77  

GTR_DEF_>=16_0_0  10620  0.06  0.83  

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0  5820  0.03  0.86  

OTH  4753  0.025  0.88  

LLS_DEF_0_0_0  4286  0.02  0.90  

 

Since OTH métiers were selected through the ranking system, the ranking system based on landings was 

performed again, disaggregating the OTH métiers using the information provided. In this case, the métiers 

selected through the ranking system concerning landings are provided in Table 2.8.3.12. 

 

Table 2.8.3.13: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average landings (tons) over the 

period 2021-2023 for the whole Mediterranean Sea (with OTH disaggregated). 

Métiers at lvl 6 
Average 

Landings (t) 
% CumSum 

PS_SPF_>=14_0_0 108310 0.56 0.56 

OTB_DEF_>=40_0_0 40256 0.21 0.77 

GTR_DEF_>=16_0_0 10620 0.06 0.83 

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0 5820 0.03 0.86 

LLS_DEF_0_0_0 4286 0.02 0.88 

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0 4150 0.02 0.90 
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Table 2.8.3.14: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average value of landings (euro) over 

the period 2021-2023 for the Mediterranean Sea (with MISC and OTH aggregated). 

Métiers at lvl 6 
Average Value 

(euro) 
% CumSum 

OTB_DEF_>=40_0_0 418801317 0.30 0.30 

PS_SPF_>=14_0_0 166636754 0.12 0.42 

GTR_DEF_>=16_0_0 164864598 0.12 0.54 

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0 92745368 0.07 0.60 

DRB_MOL_>0_0_0 67051385 0.05 0.65 

PTM_SPF_>=20_0_0 61225047 0.04 0.70 

PS_LPF_>14_0_0 61200861 0.04 0.74 

OTB_DWS_>=40_0_0 60445272 0.04 0.78 

LLS_DEF_0_0_0 60280083 0.04 0.83 

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0 56575728 0.04 0.87 

LLD_LPF_0_0_0 56365993 0.04 0.91 

  

Table 2.8.3.15: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average effort (days at sea) over the 

period 2021-2023 for the Mediterranean Sea (with MISC and OTH aggregated). 

Métiers at lvl 6 
Average Effort 

(days at sea) 
% CumSum 

GTR_DEF_>=16_0_0 1118879 0.33 0.33 

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0 684264 0.20 0.53 

LLS_DEF_0_0_0 420173 0.12 0.65 

OTB_DEF_>=40_0_0 328291 0.10 0.75 

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0 258788 0.08 0.82 

OTH 91259 0.03 0.85 

PS_SPF_>=14_0_0 83888 0.02 0.87 

DRB_MOL_>0_0_0 75506 0.02 0.90 

MISC 57476 0.02 0.91 
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Since OTH métiers were selected through the ranking system, the ranking system was performed again, 

disaggregating the OTH métiers; MISC métiers were also selected during the second ranking, therefore they 

were disaggregated as well. The final métiers selected through the ranking system concerning effort are 

provided in Table 2.8.3.16. 

 

Table 2.8.3.16: Results of the ranking system at a cut-off level of 90% based on average effort (days at sea) over the 

period 2021-2023 for the Mediterranean Sea (with OTH and MISC disaggregated). 

Métiers at lvl 6 
Average Effort 

(days at sea) 
% CumSum 

GTR_DEF_>=16_0_0 1118879 0.33 0.33 

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0 684264 0.20 0.53 

LLS_DEF_0_0_0 420173 0.12 0.65 

OTB_DEF_>=40_0_0 328291 0.10 0.75 

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0 258788 0.08 0.82 

PS_SPF_>=14_0_0 83888 0.02 0.85 

DRB_MOL_>0_0_0 75506 0.02 0.87 

GTN_DEF_0_0_0 51828 0.02 0.89 

LLD_LPF_0_0_0 50010 0.01 0.90 

 

In overall, 12 métiers were selected through the ranking procedure in the Mediterranean Sea (see Table 

2.8.3.17). For the first time, a métier not regionally agreed and initially included in OTH was selected 

(GTN_DEF_0_0_0), indicating that a revision of the regionally agreed métiers is required. 

 

Table 2.8.3.17: Overall métiers selected through ranking procedure over the period 2021-2023 for the Mediterranean 

Sea. 

Métiers at lvl 6 
Selected based 

on landings 

Selected based 

on value 

Selected based on 

effort 

DRB_MOL_>0_0_0   x x 

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0 x x x 

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0 x x x 

GTN_DEF_0_0_0     x 

GTR_DEF_>=16_0_0 x x x 

LLD_LPF_0_0_0   x x 

LLS_DEF_0_0_0 x x x 
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Métiers at lvl 6 
Selected based 

on landings 

Selected based 

on value 

Selected based on 

effort 

OTB_DEF_>=40_0_0 x x x 

OTB_DWS_>=40_0_0   x   

PS_LPF_>14_0_0   x   

PS_SPF_>=14_0_0 x x x 

PTM_SPF_>=20_0_0   x   

 

Discussion for updating the Med & BS regionally agreed list of métiers 

Considering that the RCG Med & BS may use in the future the FDI data uploaded in the RDBFIS for performing 

the métier ranking exercise, it is considered important that the Group: 1. updates the regionally agreed list of 

métiers, 2. compares and possibly adjusts the coding of the regionally agreed métiers with the coding used by 

the ISSG on métiers and the FDI data call, and 3. agrees to follow the regional agreed list and coding when 

providing data for the FDI Data Call. 

Table 2.8.3.18 includes new / modified métiers proposed by MS to be included in the list of regionally agreed 

métiers, while Table 2.8.3.19 includes the métiers that were included in MISC / OTH métiers in the 2024 RCG 

Med&BS Data Call, and for which the Group decided on their future inclusion in the regional list. 

 

Table 2.8.3.18: Proposed new/modified métiers to be considered in regionally agreed list 

Proposed métier for RCG 
Med&BS regional list 

Comments Decision by the Group 

GNS_DEF_>=400_0_0 Proposed by BGR, to replace 
GNS_DEF_360-400_0_0 

Agree 

FPO_SPF_>0_0_0 Proposed by BGR, as additional 
métier. 

Agree 

TBB_MOL_>0_0_0 Proposed by BGR, as additional 
métier. 

Agree 

 

Table 2.8.3.19: Métiers included as OTH/MISC in 2024 RCG Med&BS Data Call to be considered in regionally agreed 
métier list  

Métiers included as OTH / MISC 
in 2024 RCG Med&BS Data Call   

Comments  
Decision by the Group for 
inclusion in the regional list 

DRH_MOL_>0_0_0  
Used by GRC and ROU. The code 
is available in FDI.  

Agree  

FPO_CRU_>0_0_0  
Used by HRV. The code is 
available in FDI.  

 Agree  
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Métiers included as OTH / MISC 
in 2024 RCG Med&BS Data Call   

Comments  
Decision by the Group for 
inclusion in the regional list 

GNC_FIF_0_0_0  
Used by GRC. The code is 
currently not included in ISSG 
métier and FDI codes.  

 Request opinion from ISSG on 
métier and transversal variables.  

GTN_DEF_0_0_0  

Used by GRC. Relevant codes in 
FDI are       
GTN_DEF_>0_0_0, 
GTN_DEF_>=16_0_0, 
GTN_DEF_<16_0_0  

 Use GTN_DEF_>=16_0_0  

HAR_DEF_0_0_0  
Used by HRV. The gear code is not 
included in FDI codes.  

 Request opinion from ISSG on 
métier and transversal variables. 
If not possible to add, continue 
using MISC.  

LHM_LPF_0_0_0  
Used by GRC. Available FDI codes 
are LH_LPF_0_0_0, 
LHM_LPF_0_0_0  

 Agree  

LHM_SPF_0_0_0  
Used by BGR. Included in FDI 
codes.  

 Agree  

LHP_DEF_0_0_0  
Used by BGR. Included in FDI 
codes.  

Use instead: LHP_SPF_0_0_0  

LHP_LPF_0_0_0  

Used by ESP. Available FDI codes 
are LH_LPF_0_0_0, 
LHP_LPF_0_0_0  

 Agree  

LLD_DEF_0_0_0  
Used by BGR. Included in FDI 
codes.  

 Agree  

MIS_MIS_0_0_0  
Used by HRV. The code is included 
in FDI codes.  

Agree  

OTH_FPN_DEF  
Used by ESP. Relevant code used 
in FDI is FPN_DEF_>0_0_ 0  

 Use instead: FWR_DEF_>0_0_0  

OTH_FPN_SLP  
Used by ESP. SLP code not 
available in FDI. Consider other 
code for target group?  

 Use instead: FPN_LPF_>0_0_0 
(already included in regional list)  

SB_SPF_0_0_0  
Used by BGR. SB_SPF_>0_0_0 is 
included in FDI codes.  

Use SB_SPF_>0_0_0  

Combined gillnets-trammel nets  
Used by MLT. Information on 
target group is missing.  

 Use GTN_DEF, GTN_SPF. 
GTN_SPF currently not included 
in ISSG on métier and transversal 
variables, and FDI codes. Request 
opinion from ISSG on métier and 
transversal variables.  

Hooks and lines  
Used by MLT. More information 
required.  

 Clarifications pending  

Misc.  (Malta: Sicca tat-tqahhib)  
Used by MLT. Information 
required.  

 Clarifications pending  

Set surface longlines  
Used by MLT. LLS_LPF_0_0_0 has 
been added in ISSG métier and 
FDI following request by MLT.  

 Agree for LLS_LPF_0_0_0  
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The table below provides information on métier codes used by MS under the 2024 RCG Med & BS Data Call 

that are different than the regionally agreed ones, but valid under the FDI Data Call. Instead, there are cases 

where the regionally agreed codes are not valid under the FDI Data Call, indicating that a modification of some 

regional métier codes should be considered. 

 

Table 2.8.3.20: Modifications to be considered in regionally agreed métier list 

Non-regionally agreed 
codes used in 2024 
RCG Data Call  

Regionally agreed 
codes  

Comments  
Decision by the Group for 
regionally agreed list  

FYK_DEF_>0_0_0  FYK_DEF_0_0_0  
Only FYK_DEF_>0_0_0 included 
in FDI codes  FYK_DEF_>0_0_0  

GND_DEF_>0_0_0  GND_DEF_0_0_0  
Only GND_DEF_>0_0_0 
included in FDI codes  GND_DEF_>0_0_0  

GND_SPF_>0_0_0  GND_SPF_0_0_0  
Only GND_SPF_>0_0_0 
included in FDI codes  GND_SPF_>0_0_0  

LHM_CEP_0_0_0  LH_CEP_0_0_0   
Both codes included in FDI 
code list  LHM_CEP_0_0_0  

LHM_FIF_0_0_0  LH_FIF_0_0_0  
Both codes included in FDI 
code list  LHM_FIF_0_0_0  

LHP_CEP_0_0_0  LH_CEP_0_0_0   
Both codes included in FDI 
code list  LHP_CEP_0_0_0  

LHP_FIF_0_0_0  LH_FIF_0_0_0  
Both codes included in FDI 
code list  LHP_FIF_0_0_0  

PS_LPF_>0_0_0  PS_LPF_>14_0_0  

PS_LPF_>0_0_0 and 
PS_LPF_>=14_0_0 included in 
FDI code list  PS_LPF_>=14_0_0  

PS_LPF_>=14_0_0  PS_LPF_>14_0_0  
PS_LPF_>=14_0_0 included in 
FDI code list  PS_LPF_>=14_0_0  

SB_DEF_>0_0_0  SX_DEF_0_0_0  
Both codes included in FDI 
code list  SB_DEF_>0_0_0  

SV_DEF_>0_0_0  SX_DEF_0_0_0  
Both codes included in FDI 
code list  SV_DEF_>0_0_0  

TBB_DEF_>0_0_0  TBB_DEF_0_0_0  
Only TBB_DEF_>0_0_0 
included in FDI codes  

   
TBB_DEF_>0_0_0  

 

Following the regional work described above, the updated regionally agreed list of métiers for the Med & BS, 

pending the opinion of ISSG on métier and transversal variables, is provided in Table 2.8.3.21.  

 

Table 2.8.3.21: RCG Med&BS regionally agreed fishing activities (Lvl 6) 2024 Update, pending the opinion of ISSG 

on métier and transversal variables.  

Code  Description  Comment  

DRB_MOL_>0_0_0  Boat dredge for molluscs     

DRH_MOL_>0_0_0  Hand dredge for molluscs  New métier, added in 2024.  
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Code  Description  Comment  

FPN_LPF_>0_0_0  Stationary uncovered pound 
nets for large pelagic     

FPO_DEF_>0_0_0  Pots and traps for demersal 
species     

FPO_CRU_>0_0_0  Pots and traps for 
crustaceans  

New métier, added in 2024.  

FPO_SPF_>0_0_0  Pots and traps for small 
pelagic fish  

New métier, added in 2024. Included in FDI 
codes, not included in ISSG Métier List  

FYK_CAT>0_0_0  Fyke nets for eels  Modified in 2024 from FYK_CAT_0_0_0  

FYK_DEF>0_0_0  Fyke nets for demersal 
species  

Modified in 2024 from FYK_DEF_0_0_0  

FWR_DEF_>0_0_0  Fixed installations for fences 
and weirs for demersal 
species  

New métier, added in 2024.  

GNC_FIF_>0_0_0  Encircling gillnets for finfish  

New métier, proposed in 2024. Currently not 
included in ISSG Métier and FDI codes. 
Request opinion by ISSG on métier and 
transversal variables  

GND_DEF>0_0_0  Driftnets for demersal 
species  

Modified in 2024 from GND_DEF_0_0_0  

GND_SPF>0_0_0  Driftnets for small pelagic 
fish  

Modified in 2024 from GND_SPF_0_0_0  

GNS_DEF_>=400_0_0  Set gillnets for demersal 
species (for Black Sea 
region)  

Replaced GNS_DEF_360-400_0_0  

GNS_DEF_>=16_0_0  Set gillnets for demersal 
species according meshsize 
regulation     

GNS_SLP_>=16_0_0  Set gillnets for small and 
large pelagics according 
meshsize regulation     

GTN_DEF_>=16_0_0  Combined gillnets-trammel 
nets for demersal species 
according meshsize 
regulation  

New métier, added in 2024.  

GTN_DEF_>0_0_0  Combined gillnets-trammel 
nets for demersal species   

New métier, added in 2024.  

GTN_SPF_>0_0_0  Combined gillnets-trammel 
nets for small pelagic 
species   

New métier, proposed in 2024. Currently not 
included in ISSG Métier and FDI codes. 
Request opinion by ISSG on métier and 
transversal variables  

GTR_DEF_>=16_0_0  Set trammel nets for 
demersal species according 
meshsize regulation     

LA_SLP_>=14_0_0  Lampara nets according to 
meshsize regulation  

Modified in 2024 from LA_SLP_>14_0_0  
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Code  Description  Comment  

LHM_FIF_0_0_0  Hand and pole lines 
(mechanized) for finfish  

Modified in 2024 from LH_FIF_0_0_0  

LHP_FIF_0_0_0  Hand and pole lines (hand-
operated) for finfish  

Modified in 2024 from LH_FIF_0_0_0  

LHM_CEP_0_0_0   Hand and pole lines 
(mechanized) for 
cephalopods  

Modified in 2024 from LH_CEP_0_0_0   

LHP_CEP_0_0_0   Hand and pole lines (hand-
operated) for cephalopods  

Modified in 2024 from LH_CEP_0_0_0   

LHM_LPF_0_0_0  Hand and pole lines 
(mechanized) for large 
pelagic  

New métier, added in 2024.  

LHP_LPF_0_0_0  Hand and pole lines (hand-
operated) for large pelagic  

New métier, added in 2024.  

LHM_SPF_0_0_0  Hand and pole lines 
(mechanized) for small 
pelagic  

New métier, added in 2024.  

LLD_LPF_0_0_0   Drifting longlines for large 
pelagic     

LLD_DEF_0_0_0   Drifting longlines for 
demersal species  

New métier, added in 2024.  

LLS_DEF_0_0_0  Set longlines for demersal 
species     

LLS_LPF_0_0_0  Set longlines for large 
pelagic  

New métier, added in 2024.  

LTL_LPF_0_0_0  Trolling lines for large 
pelagic     

OTB_DEF_>=40_0_0  Bottom otter trawl for 
demersal species     

OTB_DWS_>=40_0_0  Bottom otter trawl for deep 
water species     

OTB_MDD_>=40_0_0  Bottom otter trawl for 
mixed demersal and deep 
water species     

OTM_MPD_>=13_19_0_0   Pelagic trawl according 
mesh size regulation (for 
Black Sea region)     

OTM_MPD_>=20_0_0  Midwater otter trawl for 
mixed demersal and pelagic 
species     

PS_LPF_>=14_0_0  Purse seine for large 
pelagic  

Modified in 2024 from PS_LPF_>14_0_0  

PS_SPF_>=14_0_0  Purse seine for small 
pelagics according mesh 
size regulation     
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Code  Description  Comment  

PTM_SPF_>=20_0_0   Pelagic pair trawl for small 
pelagic species     

SB_DEF_>0_0_0   Beach seines for demersal 
species  

New métier, added in 2024. SX_DEF 
removed  

SB_SPF_>0_0_0  Beach seines for small 
pelagic fish  

New métier, added in 2024.  

SV_DEF_>0_0_0   Boat or vessel seines for 
demersal species  

New métier, added in 2024. SX_DEF 
removed  

TBB_DEF_>0_0_0   Beam trawl for demersal 
trawling  

Modified in 2024 from TBB_DEF_0_0_0   

TBB_MOL_>0_0_0   Beam trawl for molluscs  New métier, added in 2024.   

DIV_MOL_0_0_0  Diving for molluscs  New métier, added in 2024.   

MIS_MIS_0_0_0  Miscellanous gear for 
miscellaneous species  

New métier, added in 2024.  

MISC  Miscellaenous métiers 
(defined at national level)     

OTH  Other métier, included in 
Table 5 of Commission 
Delegated Decision (EU) 
2021/1167, but not 
regionally agreed at level 6    
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2.9 ToR 9 Diadromous species 

2.9.1 Feedback from ISSG Diadromous Fishes 

The ISSG on Diadromous Fishes deals with issues and topics raised by participating experts and/or issues that 

are derived from RCG-related work and ICES EG workshops and meetings. Data used in assessments, end-

user needs and data storage, as well as opportunities for regional work plans, are topics of high priority. 

During the most recent meeting of the group, the most relevant ICES end-users (WGNAS, WGEEL, 

WGBAST) and the GFCM eel project have provided updates on their current state of play, as well as informal 

feedback on data needs in current assessments. The structure and capabilities of the EU & ICES-hosted 

Databases (RDBES, Datras, RDBFIS) have been presented and discussed in order to find solutions to centrally 

store DCF-collected data for diadromous species. Also, the newly accepted EMFAF funded project DIASPARA 

has been presented and outcomes from the project will be implemented in the coming years. Regarding 

Regional Work Plans, members have volunteered to lead the work for RWP’s for eel, salmon, and sea trout, 

respectively, for RCG NANSEA and RCG Baltic for the next timeframe 2028-2030 (deadline to submit to ISSG 

RWP is October 2026). Work leaders for RWP’s for eel data collection for the Med & BS RCG are still 

needed, in order to ensure that a RWP is drafted also for this area, for the next timeframe 2028-2030 (deadline 

to submit to ISSG RWP is October 2026). 

An update on recreational fisheries data of diadromous fishes and how updates to the fisheries Control 

Regulation applies to recreational fisheries was given by the current chair of the ISSG on Recreational Fisheries. 

A questionnaire on MS recreational fisheries data collection of diadromous fishes in marine and inland waters 

was sent to MS aiming at improving recreational fisheries data collection (in particular strengthening 

cooperation between WGEEL, WGFRS & ISSG recreational fisheries). A comment was raised that expertise 

on “eel” is missing in the ISSG on Recreational Fisheries, and input and commitment was hence asked for. ISSG 

Diadromous Fishes will take this request further to WGEEL. 

A question regarding sampling of genetic data in line with DCF was brought forward to ISSG Diad, which can 

currently be done by referring to the genetic test study in the 2025-2027 RWP’s. 

A question was raised regarding the need to collect eel age data, and whether it is used. The answer given was 

that age data is currently being collected by some MS and was part of the last relevant WGEEL data calls. 

Therefore, age data is potentially used in national demographic assessment, and likely to be needed for future 

updated models in international assessments by WGEEL. 

A comment was made that the Stock Information Database (SID) system could be used to provide feedback 

and highlight issues with data received from data submitters. ISSG Diadromous fishes will forward this 

information to the relevant EGs. Regarding adding DCF related matters to the generic ToRs of relevant ICES 

EGs, the RCG Med & BS concluded that they will formulate an official request to ICES to this end. 
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Tasks for 2024 – 2025 

 

The work plan for 2024/2025 builds on the previous work and ToRs and will hence follow-up on the 

progress made in 2023-2024. 

- Continue direct exchange with ICES EGs regarding data needs and data use (by adding DCF 

matters as reoccurring ToR in relevant ICES EG’s, see below). 

- Work towards better inclusion of Med & BS region in ISSG tasks (coordination/harmonization 

of DCRF, DCF, GFCM). As a first step, this could be achieved by having relevant Med & BS 

region representatives attending the ISSG Diadromous Fishes meeting. 

- Draft Regional Work Plans (RWPs as an underlying “backbone” of national work plans) for better 

harmonization in diadromous data collection (WGNAS, WGBAST, and WGEEL). Members have 

been appointed to lead the work for RWP’s for eel, salmon, and sea trout, respectively, for 2028-

2030, for RCG Baltic and RCG NANSEA, to achieve this goal. Volunteers to lead the work for 

RWP’s for eel for RCG Med & BS are needed. 

- RBDES and databases – continued discussion and information on updates. 

- Improve recreational fisheries data collection for diadromous species (especially eels) in different 

regions in cooperation with WGEEL, WGFRS & ISSG Recreational Fisheries. This will be 

achieved by using outcomes from questionnaire sent out by ISSG Diadromous Fishes to members 

of WGRFS. 

- Use outcomes from the DIASPARA project to improve DCF data collection, RWP work, etc. 

 

Proposals for Recommendation and Decisions 

 

ICES EGs cannot directly provide official feedback to ISSGs, as they have strict rules of procedure and only 

take tasks from ACOM or their respective clients (e.g. NASCO). 

• The ISSG Diadromous Fishes proposes that the RCG Med & BS considers adding DCF -related matters 

to the generic ToRs of relevant ICES EGs, in order for the EG to regularly review end user data needs 

and opportunities to use DCF to fulfil them. 
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3. Follow-up on RCG Med&BS 2023 recommendations 

Recommendation 01. Data requirements and data transmission issues 

Med&BS_2023_R01 Following-up the process of transferring biological data from Mediterranean and 

Black Sea Data Call to FDI, including in the process the RCG Med&BS 

TOR 1 End- users input - Data requirements and data transmission issues 

Justification 

Currently, information of biological data from the Mediterranean and Black Sea 

is being submitted in a Data Call with specific formats. In addition to this, MS 

submit data to the FDI. A process has started to include data from the official 

Med&BS Data Call to the FDI. However, it would be necessary include in the “Id” 

field in the Med&BS Data Call the information of “Domain” to make possible the 

transfer of information. Although there was a proposal to do this in the Med&BS 

Data Call 2024, there are still concerns about the possibility and adequacy to do 

so. For this reason, it was proposed to include the RCGMed&BS in the follow-

up of this topic. 

In addition to this, the role of the RDBFIS in the data transmission process should 

also be considered in the future. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 
• Include in the discussion the RCGMed&BS 
 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 

FDI JRC focal, DGMARE, RCG Med&BS chairs, STECF 

 

Time frame/Deadline Before making any modifications to the Data Call Med&BS 

Comments  

Comments DM 2023 No further comments 

2024 Follow up 
No progress on this issue was communicated to the RCG Med&BS during 2024. 

The Group was informed that this will be discussed during EWG 24-11. 

 

Recommendation 02. Information included in RCG Med&BS Data Call 

Med&BS_2023_R02 

For the RCG Med&BS Data Call, it is reminded that landings data by species 

submitted by MS should only include those species and GSAs included in Table 

1A of the Delegated Decision (EU) 2021/1167. If a combination species-GSA is 

not in this table, this information should not be submitted by MS. 

TOR 1 End- users input - Data requirements and data transmission issues 

Justification 

 Before the RCG Med&BS, a Data Call is yearly launched to collect information 

of landings by species and catches (biomass, value and effort) by métier. Regarding 

the landings data, information is submitted for those species and GSAs included 

in Table IA from the Delegated Decision (EU) 2021/1167. However, in this table 

not all the combinations of species-GSAs are included. MS should only submit the 

data for those cases in which the information is included in this table. 
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Recommendation 02. Information included in RCG Med&BS Data Call 

MS agreed to provide data only for those stocks for which data collection is 

mandatory based on the EU MAP and resulting WP. 

Follow-up actions 

needed Submit the landing in accordance to the requested table. 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 
MS 

Time frame/Deadline Next RCG Med&BS Data Call 

Comments  

Result DM 2023  

Comments DM 2023 

GRC: Proposed alternative text for the Justification text above prior to the DM. 

In order to allow MS to provide data for other species that might not be included 

in the table. 

RCG Med&BS: the alternative text was not considered relevant as MS will be 

allowed to include any species they wish to monitor at national level in their 

respective NWP. Data calls is issued at national level, the list of species is not 

exclusive. 

DG MARE: Data is sent in response to the RCG Med&BS data call to calculate 

the most important métiers, it is linked to the sharing of landings. In previous 

years, the calculation of the sharing of landings was not adequate because MS 

submitted data for other species. 

2024 Follow up MS have followed the recommendation. 
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Recommendation 03. Marine Action Plan – role of RFMOs 

Med&BS_2023_R03 

Including RFMOs with influence in the Mediterranean (GFCM and ICCAT) in the 

special group DGENV and taking into account their work plans and the already 

existing guidelines (ex. FAO guidelines) 

TOR 2 COM input on priorities and relevant initiatives 

Justification 

The Marine Action Plan was adopted on 21 February 2023 in the ‘Fisheries and 

Ocean” package together with: 

• CFP functioning report – relevant for DCF e.g. recreational fisheries 

• Energy transition in the EU fisheries and aquaculture – relevant for 

possible socioeconomic data collection – follow-up at RCG ECON 

technical meeting 

• Common market organisation – implementation report 

The plan is focussed in assessing the state of seas and the sustainability of fisheries, 

being a bridge between fisheries and environment worlds. It is built on existing 

legislative framework for both areas  

The plan aims at improving gear selectivity and address bycatch of sensitive 

species and protecting the seabed. Thus, it should get sound knowledge base 

through systematic data collection and scientific monitoring, to assess impact of 

fishing on marine habitats and species. This would be done through targeted 

bycatch monitoring programmes, covering high-risk fisheries and the potential 

impacts of all relevant fleet segments, including smaller vessels and looking at data 

on recreational fisheries, including recreational fishing boats. However, some of 

these activities are currently part of research programs or workplans of RFMOs 

operating in the Mediterranean, such as GFCM and ICCAT, so they should be 

part of the process of implementing the Marine Action Plan. Additionally, already 

available guidelines for some type of sampling (like FAO guidelines for vulnerable 

species) should be respected. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 

• Include RFMOs operating in the Mediterranean and Black Sea in the process 

of implementation of the Marine Action Plan 

• Take into account the already available guidelines for some type of sampling 

(like FAO guidelines for vulnerable species) 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 
DGENV, DGMARE 

Time frame/Deadline In the next meeting of this special group at the latest 

Comments  

Comments DM 2023 No further comments 

2024 Follow up 

There was no follow-up of this recommendation. However, during 2024 RCG 

chairs were invited by the Commission to join meetings of the special group to 

support the implementation of the Marine Action Plan. 
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Recommendation 04. Marine Action Plan – Inclusion in the WP activities covered by 

other programmes 

Med&BS_2023_R04 
Establishing guidelines on how to include work done by other programmes or 

projects (e.g. MSFD) in the WP 

TOR 2 COM input on priorities and relevant initiatives 

Justification 

Currently, marine data is collected not only from the DCF but also from other 

programmes (such as Marine Strategy Framework Directive) and projects. With 

the increasing sampling that the implementation of the Marine Action Plan will 

bring, it is important to coordinate the activities of the different programmes, in 

order of not to duplicate efforts, but also to inform the relevant authorities 

(DGMARE, DGENV) of the work performed in these other programmes. 

However, if these activities are included in the WPs, it would imply a request of 

funding, which would not be needed as these programmes have their own 

sources of funding. So, it is necessary to establish clear guidelines on how MS can 

communicate the different activities carried out under these programs and how 

to integrate all the data collected by them. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 
Establish clear guidelines to MS about how to integrate all the data collected by 

different programmes 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 
LM, DGMARE, STECF, RCGs, MSs 

Time frame/Deadline LM 2023 

Comments  

Comments DM 2023 

Text Box 1B of the WP was proposed as a possible solution. More discussions 

are expected in the joint special group in support of the MAP meeting on 6 

October 2023. 

2024 Follow up It has been dealt by LM 2023. 
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Recommendation 05. Surveys – Sampling season for scientific surveys 

Med&BS_2023_R05 
Establishing a limit period of time for which the seasonality of the scientific 

surveys (e.g. MEDITS and MEDIAS) would not affect the information obtained 

TOR 7 Scientific surveys 

Justification 

 Internationally coordinated scientific surveys include specific time frameworks in 

which their activities should be carried out, in order to reduce the variability of 

the data collected. For instance, according to the MEDITS handbook, the period 

of the MEDITS survey should be centered around June (from May to July) and 

keep the sampling period consistent among years. In relation to the MEDIAS 

handbook, the period of the MEDIAS survey should be in the summer and autumn 

season from June to October. June-July is the best period for MEDIAS survey for 

biological reasons, however depending on vessel availability the period could be 

extended to October. 

However, due to different reasons, the period can vary among GSAs and years 

and this could make that data obtained are not useful for the purposes of its 

collection. In this sense, it is requested to mark a limit of time, before and after 

the mentioned months, for which it is considered that the seasonality would not 

significantly affect the results of the information obtained. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 
Establish a limit of time for which it is considered that the seasonality would not 

significantly affect the results. 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 

Scientific survey Coordination Groups (e.g. MEDITS and MEDIAS), GFCM and 

STECF 

Time frame/Deadline Spring 2024 

Comments  

Result DM 2023  

Comments DM 2023 

HRV: Suggested to include end-users in the follow-up actions. Include STECF 

and GFCM. There is the need for some legislative buffer. HRV it is of the opinion 

that if the discussions go back to the groups, nothing will change. 

2024 Follow up 

This was dealt by MEDITS and MEDIAS steering committees; the relevant 

“buffer” time periods were agreed and have been included also in the Med&BS 

RWP 2025-2027. 
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Recommendation 06. Surveys – Quality checks 

Med&BS_2023_R06 
Using the available tools for quality checks of data before being submitted to the 

Data Call 

TOR 4 & TOR 7 Cooperation with regional projects/ Scientific surveys 

Justification 

 In the last years, several tools have been developed in order to check the quality 

of the data collected before being submitted to any data call, such as RoME for 

MEDITS survey or the RDBQC R package for the information obtained in the 

monitoring of the commercial fleet. In addition to this, the Qualitrain project will 

be providing training on quality checks, which will be a a very good opportunity 

for building capacity and improve the quality of Med and BS data. Regarding these 

training activities, it is recommended that the hands-on training session foreseen 

in 2024 is scheduled in April not to clash with a too busy period already in May. 

 

All MS should be well aware of these tools which may help to provide consistent 

information to all end-users through the different data calls. It is also 

recommended that MS go into the QualiTrain github 

(https://github.com/COISPA/RDBqc) and follow-up the process of the project 

regarding quality checks.  Additionally, there is a purpose to organise a network 

of training experts and two reference people by MS should be appointed to this 

group and work complementarily to the network of experts on data optimisation. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 

• MS should use the available quality check tools to ensure the consistent 

information provided to end-users 

• MS should appoint two experts to be part of the network organised by the 

Qualitrain project 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 
MSs, QualiTrain consortium 

Time frame/Deadline Before submitting information to any Data Call 

Comments  

Comments DM 2023 No further comments 

2024 Follow up 
MS followed this recommendation; it is an active one concerning the continuous 

use of the available quality check tools. 

 

  

https://github.com/COISPA/RDBqc
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Recommendation 07. Surveys – Acoustic data collection during the pelagic trawl 

surveys in the Black Sea 

Med&BS_2023_R07 
Investigating the possibility to collect acoustic data during the Pelagic Trawl 

Survey in the Black Sea (PTSBS). 

TOR 7 Scientific surveys 

Justification 

In order to have consistent and harmonized surveys for the assessment of pelagic 

species in the Black Sea the RCG recommends to the Black Sea Member States 

to ensure the availability and use of equipment according to MEDIAS protocol. 

In addition, Software and training could be provided by the MEDIAS scientific 

network. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 
Investigate the possibility to ensure the use of equipment according to MEDIAS 

protocol (e.g. Simrad EK80). 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 
Bulgaria and Romania (both NC and experts), MEDIAS Coordination Group 

Time frame/Deadline End of 2023 

Comments  

Comments DM 2023 No further comments 

2024 Follow up BS MS are investigating this possibility. 
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Recommendation 08. Surveys – test study for new sampling during acoustic MEDIAS 

survey 

Med&BS_2023_R08 
Including test studies in MS National Work Plans for egg and meso-zooplankton 

sampling and processing during MEDIAS surveys.   

TOR 7 Scientific surveys 

Justification 

According to the conclusions of MEDIAS steering committee in 2023 (Report of 

16th meeting for Mediterranean International Acoustic Surveys) MSs shall explore 

the potential for plankton and eggs sampling in parallel with acoustic sampling. To 

achieve this objective, they are encouraged to seek funding for a test study via 

the DCF to cover additional efforts.  

The reasons for this proposal are numerous. First of all, sampling of plankton 

scattering layers using plankton nets could facilitate echogram interpretation by 

providing a ground truth of some targets in the acoustic data, so that, during the 

acoustic processing, these targets could be discarded with a higher degree of 

certainty, while separating the small pelagic fish echoes from unwanted plankton 

echoes. The accuracy of this process could be further enhanced through the 

knowledge of the kind of planktonic organisms that are prevalent in a certain 

area. 

Plankton and eggs sampling are also important because of the potential 

relationships between acoustic surveys and anchovy stock assessments based on 

the daily egg production method. Finally, by knowing plankton abundance it is 

possible to have an index of productivity, and thus prey availability, that is 

important in the study of small pelagic fish abundance over the years and of their 

spatial distribution; this ecosystem indicator could also be important in the 

Marine Strategy Framework Directive. 

This proposal may concern the MEDIAS surveys that are held along the Iberian 

coast (GSA 1 and 6) carried out by IEO (Spain), Gulf of Lion (GSA 7) by IFREMER 

(France), Sicily Channel (GSA 16 and 15) by CNR-IAS (Italy), western Adriatic 

Sea (GSA 17 and 18) by CNR-IRBIM (Italy), eastern Adriatic Sea (GSA 17) by IOR 

(Croatia) and eastern Ionian Sea and Aegean Sea (GSA 20 and 22) by HCMR 

(Greece). The proposal also concerns the acoustic survey carried out by CNR-

IAS (Italy) in the Tyrrhenian and Ligurian seas (GSAs 9 and 10), that are part of 

the MEDIAS since 2017. However, MSs should include in their NWPs only those 

GSAs in which the test study could be carried out, taking into account an 

adequate timing of the study. 

A proper number of stations (depending on transect length) could be performed 

along dedicated transects in order to collect information on meso-zooplankton 

and eggs with an appropriate resolution. A 3-year test study can be carried out 

for this purpose. Thus, a proper financial support is needed in order to plan and 

perform this kind of activities, including funding for the acquisition of equipment 

for sampling (i.e. WP2 plankton nets, flow meter, laboratory staff for the 

preservation) and for the analysis of the samples (i.e.  conventional counting 

under a microscope or using a ZooCAM a in-flow imaging system for fast 
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Recommendation 08. Surveys – test study for new sampling during acoustic MEDIAS 

survey 

onboard counting, sizing and classification of fish eggs and meso-zooplankton 

already used within the ICES WGACEGG working group). 

Follow-up actions 

needed 

• MSs interested in adding these additional data collection activities should 

ensure that the above justification is included in the "test study" section (text 

box 1a) in their National Work Plans. 
 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 
MSs from the MEDIAS group 

Time frame/Deadline Submission of the next NWP 

Comments  

Comments DM 2023 No further comments 

2024 Follow up 

At the moment FRA has submitted this test study in its 2024 NWP and plans 

also to include it for 2025-2027. GRC, HRV will include this test study in their 

2025-2027 NWPs. 

 

 

Recommendation 09. Data Calls – increasing demand on MS 

Med&BS_2023_R09 
Identifying ways to facilitate the managing of the increasing number of data calls 

through different ways, such as looking for commonalities, specific times for the 

data calls or tools that may facilitate the work. 

TOR 8 Regional data requirements 

Justification 

In the last years, an increasing number of data calls for Med and BS data have 

ended in a situation in which MSs found it difficult to answer all the data calls in 

time and with consistent information. This is pecularly important as the data 

requested is often the same, but the different formats and details have increased 

the workload of the MSs. Although the implementation of the RDBFIS could be 

a solution at the medium term, it is necessary to identify ways to facilitate their 

management and adequate response. In this situation, end-users may have an 

important role in order to find commonalities, fitting an adequate calendar or 

even specific tools that may help MSs to answer to all the data calls in time. This 

discussion may be carried out in a group including all the end-users involved. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 
Reconvene the end users group to facilitate the managing of the increasing 

workload of MS with the data calls 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 
End-users (STECF, GFCM, ICES), DGMARE, RCG chairs, MSs 

Time frame/Deadline Before next RCG Med&BS 

Comments  
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Recommendation 09. Data Calls – increasing demand on MS 

Comments DM 2023 ITA and ESP, both strongly support this recommendation.  

2024 Follow up 

The end users ISSG group was not reconvened during 2024. It is proposed that 

the group reconvenes early 2025. It was agreed that Ivana Vukov will be 

chairing this group. 

 

Recommendation 10. RDBFIS – Regional Data Base 

Med&BS_2023_R10 
Continue the close collaboration with RDBFIS consortium through the RDB 

Steering Committee, ensuring the supplementary role of the Steering Committee 

and the technical experts group from the consortium. 

TOR 3 & TOR 4 Regional database/ Cooperation with regional projects 

Justification 

In recent years, the work of the RDB Steering Committee have been 

complemented with the activities carried out by the RDBFIS consortium. This 

close collaboration should go on, together with the MSs, in all the aspects 

involving the RDB and provision as data, such as the case of the data call for the 

Med and BS. For instance, RDBFIS consortium will provide MSs with the first 

draft of the data call to be able to have the format of the requested data that will 

be recurrently facilitated by the RDB itself. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 

• Facilitate to MS draft formats of the data call before it is launched  

• Respond the data call 

• Facilitate recurrent work for the RCGMed&BS (e.g. data call) 

• Feedback from MS experts participating in trainings  

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 
RDBFIS Consortium, RDB Steering Committee, RCG Med&BS, MS experts 

Time frame/Deadline Before next RCG Med&BS 

Comments  

Comments DM 2023  

2024 Follow up No actions taken. 

 

 

 

  



RCG MED&BS 2024 REPORT 

 

  
 

 

56 

4. AOB 

4.1.  Next chairs and venue 

Next chairs: Charis Charilaou (CYP) and Alexandru Gheorghe (ROU) 

Dates: 25-29 August 2025  

Venue: Romania (exact venue TBD) 

 

4.2. Future of the RCG  

VK launched a discussion on the vision for the future of this RCG, considering the concerns of Member States 

and the discussions following the presentation of JRC. It is important to set priorities and clear tasks for the 

next cycle through a work plan and to have outputs that will give visibility to the RCG and involved parties. 

The RCG needs a system to follow the progress on each topic. It would make sense to consider how the RCG 

could ease the workload at national level. Cooperation with other groups could be further strengthened. 

A number of ideas were put forward to improve the way the RCG operates: define clear tasks and objectives 

for the future work period, forge closer links with other groups (ICES...), define rules for appointing ISSG 

chairmen, who are essential to the running of the work, appoint rapporteurs for the next meeting and entrust 

only the coordination and editing of the report to the chairs.    

It was agreed to work on a document intersessionally and to discuss at the next RCG Med & BS meeting. 

 

 

4.3. Bridge-BS project 

Following a presentation by Petya Ivanova, on a pilot study held in the Black Sea (BRIDGE-BS) to assess the 

use of eDNA for at sea surveys, advantages and disadvantages of eDNA over trawl survey were discussed. 

While the use of this tool in biodiversity characterization (presence/absence of species, communities’ 

description) is now well developed, despite a number of hurdles yet to be overcome, its use in fisheries 

assessment, and in particular resource quantification, is still uncertain and requires methodological 

developments, before it can be considered for routine use.   
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5. Decisions and recommendations 

 

  

Recommendation 01.  Use of quality checks for commercial and survey data by Member 

States 

Med&BS_2024_R01 Use of the available data quality check tools by Member States for submission 

to the DG MARE Data Calls and other reporting obligations 

TOR 1 End-users input – Data requirements and data transmission issues 

Justification  This recommendation complements RCG MED & BS 2023 Recommendation 6.  

 

In recent years, several tools have been developed in order to check the quality 

of the data collected before being submitted to any data call, such as RoME for 

MEDITS survey or the RDBQC R package for the information obtained in the 

monitoring of the commercial fleet. In addition to this, the Qualitrain project 

carried out: (i) two trainings on quality checks, to strengthen capacity and 

improve the quality of Med and BS data, (ii) data checks of 146 Med & BS stocks 

through Tasks 2 & 3, the outcomes of which will be sent to the Member States 

for eventual action.  

 

All MS should be well aware, by now, of these tools, which will help to provide 

consistent information to all end-users through the different data calls, as also 

highlighted by STECF EWG 24-02. This is also in line with the legal obligations 

of Member States, based on Article 14 of the DCF Regulation. 

  

To this end, it is recommended that MS visit the github folder where the quality 

check packages are stored (https://github.com/COISPA/RDBqc, 

https://github.com/COISPA/RoME) and follow-up the process of the Qualitrain 

project regarding quality checks. Additionally, the RDBFIS has integrated the 

abovementioned quality checks, that are readily available to Member States for 

use.  

Follow-up actions 

needed 

• MS to use the available quality check tools to ensure the consistency of 

information provided to end-users, as part of their standard checking 

procedures  

• MS to address the data issues identified by Qualitrain task 2 & 3, in the 

proposed order of priority  

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 
MSs, QualiTrain and RDBFIS II consortia, RCG Med & BS chairs 

Time frame 

(Deadline) 

Before submitting information to any Data Call in 2025 for point 1 and point 2 

priority 1 issues 

Comments  

https://github.com/COISPA/RDBqc
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Recommendation 02.  Qualitrain work follow up through the RCG Med&BS 

Med&BS_2024_R02 Setting up of ISSG on data quality to follow up the outcomes of Qualitrain 

project 

TOR 4  Cooperation with regional projects 

Justification  QualiTrain (Quality checking of Mediterranean and Black Sea data and Training 

for Member State experts) is a specific contract within the FRAMEWORK 

CONTRACT – EASME/EMFF/2020/OP/021 (EMFF/2020/3.2.4 Lots 1-2-3), a 

“Framework Contract for the provision of scientific advice for the 

Mediterranean and the Black Seas” specifically dedicated to implement technical 

work on quality checks, as well as prepare, coordinate and organise technical 

trainings and information sessions. The project has a duration of 24 months 

from 14.12.2022 to 13.12.2024. 

During the 2023 RCG Med & BS Annual meeting, the idea to have an ISSG 

group on quality checks using the tools developed and consolidated in 

QualiTrain project before the data call submission, was recommended 

(Recommendation 6). 

To continue the work on data quality checks, there should be a follow up action 

through the RCG Med & BS, by setting up a dedicated ISSG. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 

• MS to appoint one or two experts to be part of the ISSG group on quality 

checks 

• RCG Med & BS to decide on the chairing of this ISSG [Kostas Touloumis 

(FRI) was appointed after the meeting] 

• The appointed chair of the ISSG on quality checks to propose a work 

programme for the 2024 – 2025 intersession, in collaboration with 

Qualitrain consortium 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 

 MSs, QualiTrain and RDBFIS II consortia, RCG Med & BS chairs 

Time frame 

(Deadline) 

Before the 2024 Decision Meeting for the first two points and until 13.12.2024 

for the third point 

 

Comments  
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Recommendation 03.  RDBFIS use for submission of data 

Med&BS_2024_R03 Use of RDBFIS for the submission of data to the 2025 Med & BS data call and 

optionally to the 2025 FDI data call 

TOR 4 Cooperation with regional projects 

Justification  RDBFIS (Hosting, maintenance and further development of the Regional 

Database for the Mediterranean and Black Seas) is a specific contract within the 

FRAMEWORK CONTRACT – EASME/EMFF/2020/OP/021 (EMFF/2020/3.2.4 

Lots 1-2-3), a “Framework Contract for the provision of scientific advice for 

the Mediterranean and the Black Seas” that has developed a centralized 

database system serving the RCG Med & BS and relevant Member States.  The 

project has a duration of 24 months from 1.4.2023 to 31.3.2025. 

Through a number of data calls, RDBFIS is currently being populated with data 

up to 2022 by the relevant Member States. An online training is planned from 

the 17th to the 19th of September 2024, to familiarise national experts with 

RDBFIS. A second training will be organised before the completion of the 

project. By the end of the project, the Med & BS Member States are expected 

to have quality checked and uploaded the relevant data up to 2022 to RDBFIS.  

In order to ensure that the datasets in both the RDBFIS and JRC databases are 

consistent, Member States are encouraged to perform quality checks to the 

2023 data sets and upload them to RDBFIS. 

To explore the possibility of allowing the submission of Med & BS data to JRC 

through RDBFIS only, a test run is proposed, where a subset of data from 

RDBFIS is submitted to JRC, before the 2025 data calls. COM will facilitate this 

process. 

If the test run is successful, the Med & BS Member States should use RDBFIS 

for the submission of data to the 2025 Med & BS data call and, optionally, to 

the 2025 FDI data call. This ties in with RCG MED & BS 2023 Recommendation 

9, that aims to identify ways to facilitate the managing of the increasing number 

of data calls through different ways. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 

• Member States to participate to the relevant bilateral meetings and trainings 

of RDBFIS 

• Perform test run to check submission of data from RDBFIS to JRC 

• If test run is successful, Member States to upload 2023 data sets to RDBFIS 

and to use RDBFIS to submit data to the 2025 Med & BS data call and, 

optionally, to the 2025 FDI data call 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 

RDBFIS Consortium, RDB Steering Committee, RCG Med&BS, MS experts, 

COM, JRC 

Time frame 

(Deadline) 
Before next data calls and RCG Med&BS technical meeting 

Comments  
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Recommendation 04.  RDBFIS future hosting 

Med&BS_2024_R04 Work intersessionally towards defining requirements for the future host of the 

regional database Med & BS 

TOR 3 Regional database 

Justification  Regional databases (RDBs) are referenced under the 2017 Data Collection 

Framework (DCF) Regulation. Together with the corresponding Regional 

Coordination Group (RCG), the Commission, Member States and end users 

are entrusted to cooperate on the creation of RDBs. RDBs have existed for a 

period of time for the Baltic Sea, the North Sea & Eastern Arctic and the North-

East Atlantic, hosted by ICES. This is not yet the case in the Med & BS, where 

DCF data of different aggregation levels are still placed in different databases, 

spread mainly between the JRC and the GFCM. 

In recent years, RDBFIS has developed a centralized database system aimed to 

serve the RCG Med & BS and relevant Member States. The hosting of this 

system is not yet agreed. In order to progress towards a solution, intersessional 

work is proposed, to better define the requirements needed for a future host. 

The relevant actors (COM, RCG Med & BS and involved ISSGs within the RCG, 

NCs) should agree on a workplan during the 2024-2025 intersession. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 

• Agree on and implement a roadmap towards defining the requirements for 

the future host of the regional database of Med & BS 

• By recalling the decisions already taken by the RCG and the feasibility 

studies already carried out, the RDBFIS Consortium has to define the 

technical and financial requirements, as well as the necessary skills, to 

maintain the RDB, considering ICES experience with RDBES, 

• Then, on this basis, the RDB Steering committee has to further develop the 

roadmap and identify potential hosts for the RDB. 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 
RDBFIS Consortium, RDB Steering Committee, RCG Med&BS, NCs, COM 

Time frame 

(Deadline) 

Before next RCG Med&BS Technical meeting 

Comments  
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Recommendation 05.  Public availability of survey data 

Med&BS_2024_R05 
Make DCF survey data publicly available, excluding the last 3 years of data 

TOR 7 Scientific surveys 

Justification  Commission Implementing Decision (EU 2021/1168) establishes a list of 

mandatory research surveys. For the Med & BS Member States, these include 

MEDIAS, BTSBS, PTSBS, MEDITS and SOLEMON.  

In 2021, at its Plenary meeting 21-02, STECF concluded that, because fisheries 

data (both commercial and survey data) in the Med & BS area are currently less 

accessible than the corresponding ones in the ICES area, this adds a significant 

workload to all interested parties, and makes data sharing for the Med&BS data 

a longer and more cumbersome process which negatively affects all interested 

parties (data requesters, MS, DG MARE, JRC). In recent years, COM, together 

with JRC, have been receiving and handling an increasing number of data 

requests from various users, in order to promote the multiuse of DCF data.  

At the STECF PLEN 21-02 meeting, STECF stressed that the data collected 

under DCF calls are funded through public money; survey data, in particular, 

represent highly valuable information of generic scientific interest and without 

restrictions linked to commercial confidentiality. STECF fully supports that 

these scientific resources be made publicly available in the interests of all end-

users and be freely used for further analyses provided the source is 

acknowledged and the obligations are met. 

In line with STECF conclusions from the STECF PLEN 21-02 meeting, during 

the 2024 MEDITS and MEDIAS Coordination Group meetings, the COM 

proposed to make surveys data (MEDIAS, BTSBS, PTSBS MEDITS and 

SOLEMON) publicly available, allowing for a 3-year restriction, as per the DCF 

Regulation (Article 17 paragraph 7). The MEDITS and MEDIAS Coordination 

Group meetings agreed to this proposal. The two groups also agreed to 

prepare a document addressed to end users, describing the changes in survey 

design and implementation through time, to be finalised by end of 2024/ 

beginning 2025 (MEDITS) and by the next MEDIAS meeting (April 2025). 

During the RCG Med & BS 2024 meeting, the proposal to set up a way to track 

data sets was considered, that will help following up the use of data. Data would 

be publicly available on the condition that tracking data tools will be ensured. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 

• Produce a document addressed to end users by end January 2025 for 

MEDITS and by end April 2025 for MEDIAS 

• Propose tools for tracking of data sets  

• Under the condition that tracking of data is enabled, make survey data 

(MEDIAS, BTSBS, PTSBS, MEDITS and SOLEMON) publicly available, 

excluding the last 3 years of data 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 

Scientific survey Coordination Groups (e.g. MEDITS and MEDIAS), COM, 

JRC, RDBFIS consortium, RCG Med & BS, NCs 

Time frame 

(Deadline) 

Before the RCG Decision Meeting (25th September) each MS must define for 

which years (prior to survey funding by COM), all survey data will be made 

publicly available. 
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Recommendation 05.  Public availability of survey data 

Comments  

Recommendation 06. On the establishment of access rules to DCRF data for GFCM 

Med&BS_2024_R06 RCG Med&BS urges GFCM to establish rules on the use of data from the DCRF 

online platform by experts participating in GFCM technical meetings, for 

safeguarding that the relevant data will be used only for the purposes of the 

relevant meetings. 

TOR 1 End-users input – Data requirements and data transmission issues 

Justification  RCG Med&BS is concerned on the fact that there have been identified cases 

where experts participating in GFCM technical meetings had free access to data 

uploaded on the DCRF online platform, and have used data for purposes other 

than the scope of the relevant meetings. 

Follow-up actions 

needed 

GFCM should explore technical possibilities to limit the use of data stored in 

the relevant stock assessment working group shared folders (on the GFCM 

SharePoint). 

Current access rights to stock assessment SharedPoint folders should be 

reviewed and limited only to relevant experts. 

 

More strict rules could be established to limit the access to shared datasets. 

E.g. access rights to the SharePoint assigned only to the GFCM, EC and 

appointed national experts for each WG as well as stock coordinators. 

Responsible persons 

for follow-up actions 

DGMARE, GFCM Secretariat 

Time frame 

(Deadline) 
Before next RCG Med & BS annual meeting 

Comments  
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Annexes 

Annex I: Meeting agenda 

26 August DAY 1 - Introduction - COM - Projects   

Time 

(France) Duration Topic Presenter 

14:00 10 min 

Welcome and introduction   

Conseil Régional d'Occitanie, Mr Barral  

Mr Jean-Marc fromentin, chair of Mixed Unit Research 
MARBEC 

 

Introduction of participants, adoption of the agenda and 
ToRs, rapporteurs 

Chairs 

14:30 30 min 
Presentation of the work of the secretariat / future of the 
RCG Secretariat 

Secretariat 

        

15:00 60 min Presentation by COM 
Venetia Kostopoulou (DG 
MARE) 

16:00-
16:30 

30 min Coffee break    

16:30 30 min presentation of Bridge-BS Petya Ivanova 
    Discussion in plenary    

17:00   END OF DAY 1   

 

27 August DAY 2 - End-users Meeting   

Time (France) Duration Topic Presenter 

10:00 60 min 
GFCM - Identification of data needs, data issues and use 
of data  

Elisa Moreno (GFCM) 

    Discussion in plenary    

11:00 30 min 

GFCM - Regional Plan of Action for Small-Scale Fisheries 
in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea - RPOA-SSF 
(Res. CGPM/45/2022/3) 

  

Mid-term revision of the objectives and results of the 
RPOA-SSF (2024) 

Elisa Moreno (GFCM) 

Discussion in plenary    

11:30-12:00 30 min Coffee break    

12:00 30 min 

RCG Med&BS 2024 data call 

Chairs (Charis Charilaou) 
Regional analysis of landing, effort and landing value by 
species (optional ranking of métiers) 

Discussion in plenary  

12:30 30 min 

ISSG Métiers   

• Presentation of new list of métier Med&BS Josefine Egekvist 

Discussion in plenary    

13:00-14:15 75 min Lunch break    

14:15 45 min 

RDBFIS II project 

Stefanos Kavadas 
• Timeline of the project RDBFIS and milestones 

• Open issues 

Discussion in plenary  
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27 August DAY 2 - End-users Meeting   

15:00 30 min 

RDBFIS II project   

Open issues MSs, all 

Discussion in plenary   

15:30-16:00 30 min Coffee break    

16:00 30 min 

Regional database   

• information from COM about hosting solutions of our 
regional database 

COM (Venetia Kostopolou) 

• AOB  

Discussion in plenary    

16:30 45 min 

QUALITRAIN project 

Isabella Bitetto • Timeline of the project QUALITRAIN and milestones 

Discussion in plenary  

17:15   END OF DAY 2   

 

28 August DAY 3 - Update on activities carried out in 2024 

Time (France) Duration Topic Presenter 

    Following COM presentation   

9:00   Discussion in plenary    

10:00 30 min 

Regional Workplan for the Mediterranean and Black Sea   

ISSG on Recreational Fisheries Estanis Mugerza (ICES) 

Discussion in plenary    

10:30 30 min 

Regional Workplan for the Mediterranean and Black Sea  

ISSG Scientific network for sampling optimization Isabella Bitetto 

Discussion in plenary    

11:00-11:30 30 min Coffee break    

12:00 30 min 

Diadromous species   

Review of progress in 2023 at EU (RCG ISSG Diadromous) 
and GFCM level 

Marko Freese, Josefin Sundin, 
Simon Weltersbach 

Discussion in plenary    

12:30 30 min 
Regional Workplan for the Mediterranean and Black Sea   
ISSG PETs bycatch monitoring Marin Mihanovic (GFCM) 
Discussion in plenary   

13:00-14:15 75 min Lunch break    

14:15 30 min 

Regional Workplan for the Mediterranean and Black Sea   

ISSG Stomach sampling 
Paolo Sartor, replaced by A. 
Ligas 

Discussion in plenary    

14:45 30 min 

JRC 

Sven Kupschus Data collection 

Discussion in plenary  

15:15-15:45 30 min Coffee break    

15:45 30 min 
European projects of interest   
Presentation of CINEA Blanca Garcia-Alvarez 
Discussion in plenary   

16:15 30 min 

RCG chairing in the next 5-year period (2024-2028) - 
agreement on MS rotation 

  

RCG meeting calendar in 2025 (chairs, dates, venues, 
ToRs, ISSG) 

Chairs 

Participation in RCG Decision meeting NCs 
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16:45   END OF DAY 3   

 

29 August DAY 4 - Update on activities carried out in 2024 

Time (France) Duration Topic Presenter 

10:00 60 min 

Scientific surveys - Review of 2023-2024 regional 
coordination, next steps and actions 

 

MEDIAS Tarek Hattab 

MEDITS 
Beatriz Guijarro / Pierluigi 
Carbonara 

Discussion in plenary    

11:00-11:30 30 min Coffee break   

12:00 30 min 

Scientific surveys - Review of 2023-2024 regional 
coordination, next steps and actions 

  

Black Sea surveys Hüseyin Özbilgin (GFCM) 

Discussion in plenary    

12:30 30 min 

Regional Workplan for the Mediterranean and Black 
Sea 

  

Outcomes from the last STECF (held in june) STECF MEMBER - A. Ligas 

Discussion in plenary    

13:00-14:15 75 min Lunch break    

14:15 60 min 

Regional Workplan for the Mediterranean and Black 
Sea 

 

Feedback from each MS MSs, all 
Discussion in plenary   

15:15-15:45 30 min Coffee break    

    
Regional Workplan for the Mediterranean and Black 
Sea 

  

15:45 60 min 

Step forward for the RWP 2028-2030  
AOB COM, MSs, all 

Discussion in plenary    

16:45   End of Day 4   

 

30 August 
DAY 5 - Update on activities carried out in 2024, Agreements & 

Recommendations 

Time (France) Duration Topic Presenter 

9:30 30 min 
RCG Med&BS Agreements and Recommendations   

Follow-up on RCG Med&BS 2023 recommendations Chairs, NCs, All 

10:00 60 min 
RCG Med&BS Agreements and Recommendations   

Agreement on RCG Med&BS 2024 recommendations Chairs, NCs, All 

11:00-11:30 30 min Coffee break   

11:30 60 min 

RCG Med&BS Agreements and Recommendations   

Agreement on RCG Med&BS 2024 recommendations 
(continued) 

Chairs, NCs, All 

12:30   END OF THE MEETING   
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Annex 1I: List of Participants  

Name Email Role MS 

Emmanuel Tessier  Emmanuel.Tessier@ifremer.fr  RCG chair FRA 

Charis Charilaou ccharilaou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy RCG co-chair CYP 

Alessandro Ligas ligas@cibm.it RCG expert ITA 

Alessandro Mannini  alessandro.mannini@irbim.cnr.it  RCG expert ITA 

Alexandru Gheorghe  alexandru.gheorghe@anpa.ro National Correspondent ROU 

Anastasios 

Papadopoulos apapadop@elgo.gr RCG expert GRC 

Angeliki Adamidou  adamidou@inale.gr RCG expert GRC 

Anna Carlson  Anna.Carlson@fao.org GFCM FAO 

Beatriz Guijarro  beatriz.guijarro@ieo.csic.es 

RCG expert; MEDITS 

chair ESP 

Blanca García Alvarez 

Blanca.GARCIA-

ALVAREZ@ec.europa.eu CINEA  COM 

Dalibor JELAVIĆ jelavic@izor.hr RCG expert HRV 

Dimitar Dimitrov dimpetdim@yahoo.com RCG expert BGR 

Elisa Moreno  Elisa.MorenoDeLaCruz@fao.org GFCM FAO 

Elitsa Petrova IFR  elitssa.petrova@gmail.com RCG expert BGR 

Emmanuel Koutrakis manosk@elgo.gr RCG expert GRC 

Estanis Mugerza  emugerza@azti.es ICES WGRFS chair ESP 

George Tiganov gtiganov@alpha.rmri.ro RCG expert ROU 

Huseyin Ozbilgin Huseyin.Ozbilgin@fao.org GFCM FAO 

Isabella Bitetto  bitetto@fondazionecoispa.org RCG expert; ISSG chair ITA 

Ivana Vukov ivana.vukov@mps.hr National Correspondent HRV 

Josefin Sundin  josefin.sundin@slu.se ISSG Diadromous chair SWE 

Josefine Egekvist  jsv@aqua.dtu.dk ISSG Métiers chair DNK 

Jurgen Mifsud jurgen.a.mifsud@gov.mt National Correspondent MLT 

Kelly Camilleri  kelly.camilleri.1@gov.mt  RCG expert MLT 

Kolyo Zhelev  kolyo.zhelev@iara.government.bg RCG expert BGR 

Kostas Katsafaros kkatsafaros@minagric.gr  National Correspondent GRC 

Luigi Pappalardo luigi.pappalardo@feampa.eu RCG expert ITA 

María Pérez mperez@cetmar.org RCGs Secretariat ESP 

Marin Mihanovic  Marin.Mihanovic@fao.org DFCM FAO 

Marko Freese Marko.Freese@thuenen.de ISSG Diadromous chair DEU 

MARTINA ZILIOLI  martina.zilioli@cnr.it RDBFIS consortium ITA 

Myrto Ioannou mioannou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy National Correspondent CYP 

Pedro Torres  pedro.torres@ieo.csic.es RCG expert ESP 
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Name Email Role MS 

Petya Ivanova pavl_petya@yahoo.com Bridge-BS consortium BGR 

Simona Nicheva  simona.nicheva@iara.government.bg National Correspondent BGR 

Stefano Kavadas stefanos@hcmr.gr RDBFIS coordinator GRC 

Susana Naranjo 

Fernández snaranjo@mapa.es RCG expert ESP 

Susana Rivero srivero@cetmar.org RCGs Secretariat ESP 

Sven KUPSCHUS  Sven.KUPSCHUS@ec.europa.eu JRC COM 

Svjetlana Višnić  svjetlana.visnic@mps.hr RCG expert HRV 

Tarek Hattab  tarek.hattab@ifremer.fr 

RCG expert; MEDIAS 

chair FRA 

Vanja Čikeš Keč  cikes@izor.hr RCG expert HRV 

Venetia Kostopoulou  Venetia.KOSTOPOULOU@ec.europa.eu DG MARE COM 

Vesselina Mihneva   RCG expert BGR 

Violin Raykov vio_raykov@abv.bg RCG expert BGR 
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Annex 1II: Data call 1 

 

RCG MED&BS - Data call 2024 (Part 1)  
In accordance with the EU DCF (Regulation (EU) 2017/1004), the RCG chairs of the Med&BS herewith ask 

Member States to provide data described below by May 6 2024 at the latest.  

Content  

The 2024 data call (Part 1) requests landings data for the period 2021-2023, based on the Landings template 

for Med&BS. The data requested will be used for updating the RCG Med&BS Regional Work Plan 2025-2027 

(Table 2.1 – Stocks), due to be submitted by 31 May 2024.  

More specifically, the data call addresses the following:   

RCG Med&BS Data Call 2024    

(Part 1) Content  

Data required  Data file  Species  

Review and update the landing 

template for the Mediterranean 

and for the Black Sea   

Landings  

  

Landings 

template_2024 

RCGMEDBS Data Call  

Species included in 

Landings template  

Detailed data and table descriptions are provided in the relevant data file.  

Feedback and data transmission  

Data should be sent by mail to the RCG Med&BS chairs (e-mail addresses below) in xlsx format. Detailed 

instructions are in the templates. If any technical difficulty is encountered to provide the data, please contact 

the chairs.  

Note that data submitted will only be used by the chairs for the purpose of updating the RCG Med&BS RWP 

2025-2027.  

We look forward to your cooperation.  

 

01/03/2024  

  

Emmanuel TESSIER, chair RCG Med&BS 2024, Emmanuel.Tessier@ifremer.fr 

Charis CHARILAOU, co-chair RCG Med&BS 2024, ccharilaou@dfmr.moa.go.cy 
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Annex 1V: Data call 1I 

 

RCG MED&BS - Data call 2024 (Part 2)  
 

In accordance with the EU DCF (Regulation (EU) 2017/1004), the RCG chairs of the Med&BS herewith ask 

Member States to provide data described below by August 20 2024 at the latest.  

Content  

The 2024 data call (Part 2) requests data for the period 2021-2023, based on the table used for addressing 

Ranking system of métiers for Med&BS.  

More specifically, the data call addresses the following:   

RCG Med&BS Data Call 2024  

(Part 2) Content  

Data required  Data file  Species  

Ranking system for the  

Mediterranean and for the Black  

Sea 

Landings, Effort, 

Value  

Ranking_Med&BS 

Table_2024 RCMMEDBS 

Data Call 

All species landed 

(combined) 

Detailed data and table descriptions are provided in the relevant data file.  

Feedback and data transmission  

Data should be sent by mail to the RCG Med&BS chairs (e-mail addresses below) in xlsx format. Detailed 

instructions are in the templates. If any technical difficulty is encountered to provide the data, please contact 

the chairs.  

Note that data submitted will only be used for the purpose of the working group. Outputs from the ToRs will 

be in the form of tables containing aggregated data, as it was the case the previous years. 

We look forward to your cooperation.  

  

15/07/2024  

  

Emmanuel TESSIER, chair RCG Med&BS 2024, Emmanuel.Tessier@ifremer.fr 

Charis CHARILAOU, co-chair RCG Med&BS 2024, ccharilaou@dfmr.moa.go.cy 
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